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Individual 
candidates 


overwhelmingly 
back UCC issues 


Conservatives, NDP, Bloc support 
redress in UCCLA survey 


(UkrNews/UCC National/UCCLA) 
—Preliminary results of a national 
survey of MPs and candidates cam- 
paigning in the current Canadian 
federal election indicate over- 
whelming support among the indi- 
vidual candidates responding for 
many of the key issues to Ukrainian 
Canadians. 

The key issues include: 

» Multiculturalism — sustainable 
funding for the enhancement of Ca- 
nadian multicultural communities 
based on the principles of the Cana- 
dian Multiculturalism Act. 

¢ Immigration to Canada — 
strengthening Canada’s immigration 
policy by enhancing family reunifi- 
cation, community-based settlement 
programs, nominee programs and 
recognition of foreign credentials. 

» Citizenship — Canadian citizen- 
ship is irrevocable after a reasonable 
period of time from when it was ac- 
quired. 

¢ Internment of Ukrainians — re- 
dress to the Ukrainian Canadian 
community for the injustices com- 
mitted to Ukrainians and other Eu- 
ropeans during Canada’s first na- 
tional internment operations of 
1914-20. 

¢ Canada-Ukraine relations — 
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strengthening Canada’s relationship 
and assistance to Ukraine in further- 
ing democratic and economic re- 
forms and integration with NATO, 
EU, WTO and Western democracies. 

Approximately 100 candidates 
from the Liberal, Conservative and 
New Democratic Parties had re- 
sponded to the UCC questionnaire 
as of the June 15 deadline, said UCC 
Vice President Paul Grod, who or- 
ganized the survey. 

The response was about equal 
from all three parties. 

Party responses also came from 
the Liberals and the Bloc Quebecois. 
No individual candidates responded 
from the Bloc 

“Tn the last federal election all par- 
ties responded, so we expect the oth- 
ers will still respond,” he told Ukrai- 
nian News. 

As more responses come in, the 
results will be updated and posted 
Фио оо WC Cis  5Уз) site 
(www.ucc.ca), said Grod. 

On Multiculturalism the Liberals 
responded by stating: “The commit- 
ment to multiculturalism is a defin- 
ing value of the Liberal Party and 
we are proud of our record on im- 
migration. Canada has one of the 
highest per capita rates of immigra- 
tion in the world, with nearly 17 per- 
cent of our population foreign-born 
and another 30 percent descended 
form earlier generations of non-Brit- 
ish, non-French immigrants.” 

On Immigration, the Liberals 
stated that they recognize that “im- 
migrants want to participate in 
Canada’s economic, social and cul- 
tural life’, and went оп to list vari- 
ous immigration programs they will 

be investing in. 

On Citizenship they stated: 

“Canadian citizens by birth are 
not subject to revocation of citizen- 
ship action. 

“Citizenship and Immigration 
Canada has legislation in place to 
initiate revocation proceedings if it 
_is proven that Canadians have ob- 
tained citizenship by false represen- 
tation or fraud or by knowingly con- 
cealing material circumstances. 

“Citizenship and Immigration 
Canada officials work closely with 
RCMP, CSIS and other law enforce- 
ment agencies and every applicant 
for citizenship undergoes security, 
criminal, and immigration checks, 
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Mark honoured for restitution bills 


(UkrNews/UCCLA)—Hundreds 
of Chinese and Ukrainian Canadi- 
ans gathered June 14 in Toronto to 
honour Inky Mark, MP (Dauphin- 
Swan River-Marquette) for his dedi- 
cation to righting historical injus- 
tices. Mark has tabled two private 
member’s bills, Bill C 331 — The 
Ukrainian Canadian Restitution Act 
and Bill C 333 — The Chinese Ca- 
nadian Recognition and Restitution 
Act which would secure acknow- 
ledgement and symbolic redress for 
these two communities for the in- 
justices they experienced during 
Canada’s first national internment 
operations of 1914-1920 and as a 
result of the discriminatory Head 
Tax levied against Chinese immi- 
grants to Canada. There are over 2 
million Canadians of Chinese and 
Ukrainian heritage. This is the first 
time they have co-operated on such 
an event, co-sponsored by the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Civil Liberties asso- 
ciation and the National Congers of 
Chinese Canadians. 

Mark was presented with a bronze 
medallion, inscribed with the simple 
phrase, In Justice, bearing a bas re- 
lief image of Ukrainian internees 
behind Canadian barbed wire at 
Castle Mountain, in Banff, Alberta. 
On the reverse the phrase is repeated 
in English, French, Ukrainian and 
Chinese. The plaque is also dedi- 
cated to the memory of Mike Mel- 
nyk, an internee from Mark’s home 
province of Manitoba. Melnyk was 
held in the Brandon camp. 

In accepting this distinction Mark 
said: “I accept this honour on behalf 
of all those Ukrainians who were 
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Left to Right: Angela Lui, Inky Mark and Kassandra Luciuk. 


needlessly imprisoned as enemy 
aliens during Canada’s first national 
internment operations. I accept on 
behalf of all those Chinese who suf- 
fered racism as a result of the dis- 
criminatory Head Tax, including my 
own father and grandfather...As Ca- 
nadians we are collectively remem- 
bering what happened in this 
country’s past, to help ensure that 
no other ethnic, religious or racial 
minority ever has to suffer what our 
communities did. 1 am confident that 
in the next Parliament we will finally 
resolve these issues, as we now have 
the political support of the majority 
of those seeking election to the 
House of Commons.” 

Unable to attend the event, Con- 


servative leader Stephen Harper 
“nevertheless reconfirmed his 
Party’s support for resolving historic 
injustices, particularly those experi- 
enced by both the Ukrainian and 
Chinese Canadian communities”, 
according to a UCCLA press release. 

In a letter dated June 11, 2004 
Harper stated that he was “delighted” 
to learn that Mark was being “rec- 
ognized for his tireless work on be- 
half of the Ukrainian-Canadian and 
Chinese-Canadian communities.” 

Harper went on to add that “the 
Conservative Party Canada will con- 
tinue to work to resolve the out- 
standing redress issues of the Ukrai- 
nian-Canadian and Chinese-Cana- 
dian communities.” 


У Держдепі США з'ясували, що з 
України вивозять сиріт на продаж 


(Українська правда)- Уряд України поки що не 
забезпечив повної відповідності мінімальним 
стандартам боротьби з торгівлею людьми, але 
докладає до цього значних зусиль. 

Про це йдеться у щорічній доповіді про торгівлю 
людьми, яку 14 червня в приміщенні Держдепарта-- 
менту США у Вашингтоні представив держсекретар 
США Колін Пауелл. 

У цій доповіді Україну віднесено "до другої групи 
країн як таку, що на даний момент ще не забезпечила 
повну відповідність мінімальним стандартам бо-- 
ротьби з торгівлею людьми, але докладає до цього 
значних зусиль", йдеться в прес-релізі, поширеному 
посольством США. 

В звіті говориться, що Україна є "країною поход- 
ження жінок та дівчат, які вивозяться до Європи та 
Близького Сходу з метою сексуальної експлуатації, 
а також чоловіків, примусова праця яких викорис-- 
товується в Європі та Північній Америці". 

Крім того, Україна є країною транзиту значної 
кількості людей з Азії та Молдови, яких перевозять 
до західних країн з метою продажу, зазначається в 
документі. 

"За минулий рік в Україні зросли обсяги торгівлі 
дітьми, особливо сиротами. Хоча Уряд України 
досяг певних успіхів у протидії торгівлі людьми, по-- 
ки що спостерігається певне відставання в реалізації 
Комплексної програми протидії торгівлі людьми, 
координації з правоохоронними органами країн 
призначення та боротьбі з корупцією в органах 


державної влади", - говориться в звіті. 

"Найменш захищені верстви населення України 
стали мішенню для злочинців та злочинних угру- 
повань", - зазначив колишній конгресмен Джон 
Міллер, який тепер скеровує зусилля Уряду США у 
сфері боротьби з торгівлею людьми. 

“Y дусі партнерства ми заохочуємо уряди всіх 
країн активізувати свої зусилля і покласти край 
цьому явищу, захистити людей від тенет торгівлі 
людьми", - додав він, зазначається в повідомленні. 
Торгівля людьми є формою сучасного рабства, при 
якій людей силою, обманом чи примусом викорис-- 
товують як робочу силу або піддають сексуальній 
експлуатації. За оцінками, викладеними в доповіді 
за 2004 рік, такими методами щороку через державні 
кордони перевозять 600-800 тисяч осіб. З них 47 
відсотків — жінки, 34 відсотки - дівчата до 18 років, 
16 відсотків - хлопці до 18 років. Це означає, що 80 
відсотків тих, хто став об'єктом торгівлі людьми, 
це жінки й дівчата, а 50 відсотків - діти. 

У минулому фінансовому році США виділили 
понад 70 мільйонів доларів на програми боротьби з 
торгівлею людьми за кордоном. 

Доповідь про торгівлю людьми охоплює 140 країн 
світу і є найбільш повним оглядом зусиль урядів 
країн світу у сфері боротьби проти найгірших форм 
такої торгівлі. Її мета - підвищити глобальне розу-- 
міння проблеми і спонукати країни до ефективних 
дій проти торгівлі людьми, зазначається в прес- 
релізі посольства США. 
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Черномирдін: 


Ukrainian Меме/Українські вісті, June 16 28, 2004, 16-28 червня, 2004 


Україна може 


інтегруватися в Європу тільки з Росією 


(Українська правда/РІА "Новини")- -Посол РФ в 
Україні Віктор Черномирдін вважає, що Росія й Ук- 
раїна зможуть інтегруватися в Європу тільки разом. 

"Мивсі - i Росія, i Україна - хочемо інтегруватися 
в європейські, і в загальносвітові утворення. Однак 
для цього потрібно зближати наші законодавства. 
Я вважаю, що Росія й Україна зможуть інтегрува- 
тися в Європу тільки разом", - сказав Чорномирдін 
в інтерв'ю газеті "Російскіє вєсті", текст якого 
розміщено на офіційному сайті МЗС РФ. 

"Впевнений, що підхід, коли говорять про те, що 
Росія й Україна повинні входити до європейських 
структур самостійно, поодинці, без врахування інте- 
ресів і пріоритетів сусіда, не є правильним. Мову 
варто вести про те, що Росія й Україна не готові до 
такого зближення з європейськими структурами", - 
вказав посол. 

Він висловив упевненість, що "ми їм потрібні не 
менше, ніж вони нам". "Тому вважаю, що ми 
одержимо членство в європейських утвореннях, але 
не тоді, коли нас туди покликають, а тоді, коли ми 
будемо до цього готові. Для цього спочатку потрібно 
вирішити свої власні проблеми. А серед таких у 


першу чергу в голову приходить підвищення рівня 
економічного розвитку і життєвого рівня насе- 
лення", - відзначив Чорномирдін. - 

Говорячи про формування Єдиного економічного 
простору (ЄВП) Росії, Білорусії, Казахстану й Укра- 
їни, посол зауважив, що "це найбільш рішучий крок 
держав до налагодження реальної інтеграції за 
останні роки в рамках СНД". 

За його словами, уряди чотирьох країн до кінця по- 
точного року мають підготувати пропозиції по CTBO— 
ренню зони вільної торгівлі. "При цьому хотів би від- 
значити, що в нас вона (зона вільної торгівлі) фактич-- 
но вже давно існує, але живе з визначеними вилучен-- 
нями й обмеженнями", - відзначив Черномирдін. 

Вінзауважив, що для активізації кроків по форму- 
ванню зони вільної торгівлі потрібно змінити близь- 
ко 60 законів у Росії й Україні. "З огляду на масштаб- 
ність цієї роботи, російський і український прези- 
денти запропонували спочатку змінити лише 14 за- 
конів. Виправлення до них дозволять відразу вирі- 
шити багато питань, у тому числі і по вилученнях в 
області енергоресурсів: по нафті, газові і конден- 
сатові", - сказав Черномирдін. 


Ющенку набридло дивитися, як Кучма 
марно цілується з Путіним 


(Українська правда) Віктор Ющенко пропонує 
оголосити нинішній рік роком щирості у відносинах 
між Україною й Росією. 

Про це він написав у відкритому листі російській 
еліті, опублікованому в "Независимой газете" 
напередодні Дня Росії, 12-го червня. 

"Багато гарних і правильних слів про перспективи 
наших відносин було сказано останнім часом. Для 
цього були різні приводи, але в цілому можна CKa— 
зати, що запевняння в дружбі i симпатіях до Росії 
стали ознакою гарного тону в українських політич - 
них колах", - сказано в листі. 

"Однак, - говоритися далі, - успішність нашого 
співробітництва визначається не кількістю обійм і 
поцілунків на вищому рівні і навіть не числом 
підписаних угод і договорів. Нам потрібна чітка 
стратегія двосторонніх відносин на середньо- і 
довгострокову перспективу, що передбачає новий 
алгоритм співробітництва, створення принципово 
нової природи економічних відносин". 

Лідер "Нашої України" переконаний, що "нам 
необхідна політика "відкритої долоні", відвертого i 
відповідального партнерства, що геть-чисто виклю - 
чає недомовки, нехай навіть прикрашені красивими 
і нічого не значущими дипломатичними формулю-- 


"У нас уже був рік України в Росії. Пройшов i рік 
Росії в Україні. Чому б нинішній рік не оголосити 
роком щирості? Особливо важливо це було б у рік 
президентських виборів в Україні. Саме в цей період 
відносини між нашими країнами мають потребу в 
граничній чесності і відкритості", - пише Ющенко. 
На його думку, особливо важливо це було б у рік 
президентських виборів в Україні, коли відносини 
між країнами мають потребу в граничній чесності і 
відкритості. 

Насамперед, на думку Ющенка, "потрібно nepec— 
тати вводити росіян в оману - майбутні вибори в 
Україні ні в якому разі не є вибором між Росією 1 
Європою, боротьбою між "прозахідними" і "проро- 
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Балинський. 


сійськими" силами". 

"Стабільності в Україні, про зацікавленість у якій 
неодноразово заявляли представники російської 
політичної еліти, загрожують не вибори самі по собі 
i не неминуча зміна влади. Загроза дестабілізації 
криється саме в прагненні правлячого режиму 
зберегти свою владу за будь-яку ціну", - говоритися 
в листі. 

Висловлюючи стурбованість спробами нинішньої 
української влади "утягти Росію в рішення своїх 
особистих проблем, заповнити дефіцит суспільної 
підтримки за рахунок "ресурсу Путіна", за допомо-- 
гою спекуляцій на тих добрих почуттях, які українці 
традиційно відчувають до Росії і росіян, Ющенко 
підкреслює: "Ми - за наступність у політиці". 

Ющаенко пропонує "зробити кілька кроків" Ha3yc— 
тріч один одному: 

"Перший крок - закрити і поставити на полицю 
захоплюючу, сповнену трагедій, історичну працю за 
назвою "Наша Родіна - СРСР"."Другий крок - 
оцінити всі зобов'язання, борги, договори, аванси й 
домагання, що нагромадилися в багажі наших дип-- 
ломатичних служб за останній десяток років. Mox— 
ливо, деякі зних уже втратили свою значимість і не 
варті паперу, на якому написані". 

"Третій крок - чітко, без недомовок і двозначнос-- 
тей визначити формат співробітництва в політичній, 
економічній, культурній сферах...". 

"Четвертий крок - перейти до конкретних дій і 
спільних рішень у всіх областях міждержавних від- 
носин. Сюди ми відносимо, у першу чергу, створення 
зони вільної торгівлі, взаємне сприяння вступові 
наших країн до COT, наведення порядку на кордонах, 
скасування й недопущення в майбутньому будь-яких 
дискримінаційних заходів щодо громадян двох країн". 

"Переконаний, що справжній патріот Росії зможе 
поважати тільки патріотичну владу в Україні. А 
дружба без поваги - одне лукавство. Я упевнений у 
щирості нашої дружби", - закінчує свій відкритий 
лист Ющенко. 


На Львівщині спалили 
офіс СДПУ(О0) 


(Українська правда/УНІАН)- -11-го червня вночі невідомі вибили 
двері та пробралися в офіс Бориславської міської організації 
СДПУ(0), апотім підпалили все майно з документами. Під час пожежі 
згоріла вся оргтехніка та комп'ютери, що були в офісі. 

Про це повідомив прес-секретар Львівської обласної організації 
СДПУ(0) Ігор Балинський. 

Він зазначив, що цей напад не мав на меті пограбування, завдані поже-- 
жею збитки оцінюють у 20 тисяч гривень - приміщення офісу 
практично зруйновано. 

За словами Балинського, в даний час на місці події працює слідчо- 
оперативна група. ee 

"Зараз рано говорити про винних, але ці події я пов'язую з радика- 
лізацією ситуації на Львівщині", - зазначив прес-секретар. 

Також на його думку, "можливо, це пов'язано 3 тим, що голова Борис-- 
лавської міської організації є водночас депутатом міської ради Борис - 
лава, який вирізняється особливою активністю своїх виступів, за що 
кілька місяців тому його побили невідомі". 

"Це пов'язане і з роботою організації, яка є практично найактивні - 
шою на Львівщині, а також із радикалізацією ситуації", - переконаний 
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Left to Right: Laurrie Hawn, David Kilgour, Meghan McMaster, Janina Strudwick. 


~ Candidates at Edmonton forum 
blast р & D, support redress 


(UkrNews)—Representatives of all three parties 
blasted the Denaturalization and Deportation (D & D) 
process and supported redress for Ukrainian and Chi- 
nese Canadians during an election forum sponsored by 
the Ukrainian Professional and Business Club of 
Edmonton, June 11. 

Four candidates participated in the forum — MP 
David Kilgour, running for the Liberals in Edmonton 
Beaumont, Laurie Hawn, Conservative candidate in 
Edmonton Centre, Janina Strudwick, NDP candidate 
in Edmonton East and Megan McMaster, NDP candi- 
date in Edmonton Centre. 

Kilgour laced into the D & D process right from his 
opening speech. 

He stated that any decision by the Justice Department 
to appeal the May 31 decision of the Federal Appeals 
Court to reinstate the citizenship of Helmut Oberlander 
because the government provided no evidence that he 
committed any war crime, (See Ukrainian News, June 
9-15, 2004) would be "а colossal error”. 

He said that the Department of Justice has fallen upon 
bad times because “it has let policy views prevail over 
it’s knowledge of the law.” 

“I don’t think that there is another department of jus- 
tice in any country on earth that allows that practice,” 
he added. 

When, during the media question period of the fo- 
rum, Ukrainian News editor Marco Levytsky formally 
asked all candidates whether the government should 
allow the ruling to stand without appeal and whether 
they approved changes to the Citizenship Act which 
would place a five year statute of limitation on revoca- 
tion of citizenship, make the legal requirement for re- 
vocation of citizenship cases “beyond a reasonable 
doubt” instead of ‘balance of probabilities” and allow 
for citizenship rulings to be appealed through due pro- 
cess of law, all four candidates agreed. 

Hawn said the Citizenship Act should be changed 
because “Canada is a very open and democratic coun- 
try that values freedom and and all citizens should be 
treated equally”. Thus, he found the five-year window 
proposed by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress perfectly 
reasonable. 

During his opening speech he also raised concerns 
that the new regulations on terrorism could be abused 
because the process used to remove a person from 
Canada as a security threat “requires the signature of 
only one person and that is the minister of public safety 
and emergency preparedness (Anne McLellan)”. 

Hawn noted that people from Somalia told him “that 
even during the worst period of that country’s history, 
it took five signatures to get someone deported.” 

McMaster said she primarily came to learn about the 
issues that concerned the Ukrainian community, but 
agreed that “everyone should have the same treatment 
under the law.” 

Strudwick pointed out that current regulations leave 
the system open to racial stereotyping and if no evi- 
dence is provided of crimes, then there are no safe- 
guards. 

Kilgour cited several letters he wrote to members of 
cabinet on D & D cases including a recent one to Citi- 
zenship Minister Judy Sgro in which he defended D & 


D respondent Wasyl Odynsky and one he wrote to an- 
other cabinet minister at the time he too was in cabinet 
and whose name he could not reveal due to cabinet 
tules. 

In that letter he noted that he met with representa- 
tives of the UCC in Edmonton on the Oberlander case 
and said: 

“When the Denaturalization/Deportation Policy was 
announced by the government in 1995, then Minster 
of Justice Allan Rock stated that a ‘key criterion in all 
these proceedings is the existence of some evidence of 
individual criminality, if that cannot be proven, no pro- 
ceedings will be considered.’ Despite this, the Federal 
Court has found no evidence of war crimes or crimes 
against humanity in any of the six cases our govern- 
ment has brought since the policy was announced.” 

“The government of Canada should abide by its 1995 
undertaking to seek denaturalization/deportation only 
where there is evidence of individual criminality. In 
any such cases, the individuals should be prosecuted 
before our own courts under current Canadian crimi- 
nal law and Canadian standards of criminal evidence,” 
he added. 

On redress, Hawn noted that Conservative MP Inky 
Mark had introduced the two bills The Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Restitution Act and The Chinese Canadian Rec- 
ognition and Restitution Act into parliament and noted 
that the two bills make sense and are “an example of 
working together across party lines to make good things 
happen.” 

“You can’t give back some of the things that were 
taken from their hearts and their lives, but you can try 
to make some kind of restitution that will prevent such 
things from happening again and give some sense or 
feeling of closure” to people who were affected by those 
injustices. 

McMaster said she would definitely support both 
bills. 

“There have been a lot of different groups that have 
been treated unfairly and I think it’s really important 
that we compensate them for that,” adding that “it is 
important that we take steps now to ensure that such 
things don’t happen again in the future.” 

Kilgour agreed with the other candidates adding 
“what’s wrong with apologizing.’ 

Noreen Berkes of the Philippines NAME raised the 
issue of allowing professionals such as doctors, nurses 
and teachers be allowed to practice their professions in 
Canada and the issue of landing fees, which she termed 
“head taxes” being levied on new immigrants suppos- 
edly to support immigrant settlement issues, but actu- 
ally goes into general revenue. 

NDP candidates wanted landing fees removed en- 
tirely, Kilgour said he would like to see the like to see 
landing fee dropped in half or even more in countries 
where the can’t be found and a lot more allocated into 
helping integrate people into this community, rather 
than general revenue. 

Hawn said the funds should be used for what they 
were intended and if not, they should not have been 
collected. 

Several questions were fielded from the floor. Many 
of these dealt with health care. 


MARIA IMMIGRATI ERVICES: 
1.Immigration to Manitoba, Alberta, Saskatchewan: 2. If you own 
business you can help your relatives & friends to immigrate faster. 
3. Ukrainian nannies looking for sponsors. (416) 661-3033 


On June 28th - Elect 


7 Conservative Party 
of Canada 


Edmonton Centre 


One Strong Voice. 
Phone: 780.442.1800 
info@lauriehawn.ca 
www.lauriehawn.ca 


Accountable government. 


That's what this election із all about. 

Canada’s Ukrainian community demands a government that puts 
taxpayers’ interests ahead of its own. You can demand a govern- 
ment that lowers taxes, improves health care and ends wasteful 
spending. You can demand a government that is accountable. 
When you vote in Edmonton Centre, demand better. 


Vote Conservative. Vote Laurie Hawn. 


HELP RE-ELECT 
KEN EPP 


Show your support by having a sign on your lawn. 
Make a donation. Volunteer to help. 


Visit our campaign office at 137th Avenue & 36th Street, 
or phone 464-3633. 


Every helper is valued! Every donation is appreciated! 
Every vote counts! 


On June 28th vote for Ken! 
Help us to give Canadians an honest, trustworthy 
government in Ottawa. 


THANK YOU! 


Demand Better from 
Your Government: 
Vote Conservative! 


‘Re-elect 
John Williams 
‘Edmonton - St. Albert 
“Edmonton Campaign Office 
.13823-127 Street 
.478-1056/478-1239 
| St. Albert Campaign Office 
Old Canada Trust Building 
| McKenney Ave. & St. Albert Rd. 
—_ ЛВ ДЮ 418.1036/418-1085 
» John Williams works to support families 
» John Williams works for ап end to wasteful 
government spending 
e John Williams has worked hard for over 
ten years in Parliament 


eJohn Williams працює щоб підтримати 
родини 

eJohn Williams працює щоб ограничити 
непотрібні кошти уряду 

eJohn Williams тяжко працював поверх 
10 років в Парляменті 


“Authorized by Colin Presizniuk, Official Agent for John Williams 
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Прокуратура вибілює | Тазпром" звинувачують у втраті 
мільярдів доларів в результаті 


вибори в Мукачеві 


(Українська правда/Інтерфакс-Україна) 
--Слідство поки що не бачить підстав для 
пред'явлення обвинувачення людині, котра 
явилася з повинною за підозрою в крадіжці 
бюлетенів у Мукачевому. 

Про це на брифінгу 14-го червня заявив 
начальник прес-служби Генеральної 
прокуратури України Сергій Руденко. 

З його слів, цей чоловік поки що прохо-- 
дить у справі як свідок і його відпущено під 
підписку про невиїзд. 

"Підстави явки з повинною встановлю-- 
ватимуться", - сказав Руденко. Якщо буде 
знайдено докази його безпосередньої при-- 
четності до здійснення крадіжки бюлетенів, 
буде порушено кримінальну справу за 
статтею "про крадіжку особливо важливих 
документів", додав він. 

Як повідомлялося, раніше судимий He— 
працюючий житель Мукачевого прийшов 
у Мукачівський міськвідділ міліції 31 трав- 
ня "з повинною". 

"Він розповів, що близько 2.15 ночі з 20 
Ha 21 квітня він і ще одна людина проникли 
у виконком, зв'язали чергового охоронця 1, 


скориставшись відсутністю міліції (зі слів 
сержанта патрульно-постової служби мілі-- 
ції Михайла Жумелі, що чергував в тієї 
ночі, було віддано наказ покинути примі-- 
щення), зламали двері в кімнату, де збері- 
галися документи, і викрали близько 5 тис. 
бюлетенів. Частину з них знищили на місці, 
інші вивезли на околицю Мукачевого і 
спалили на березі річки Латориця", - пові- 
домили в УМВС України в Закарпатської 
області. 

Як розповів у міліції затриманий, другий 
чоловік - подільник в крадіжці - помер 10 
травня від важкої хвороби - відкритої 
форми туберкульозу. Затриманому ж було 
винесено запобіжний захід у вигляді 
арешту. 

1 червня уповноважена з прав людини 
Ніна Карпачова зачитала в парламенті 3a— 
яву сержанта патрульно-постової служби 
з Мукачевого Михайла Жумелі, де він 
повідомляє, що покинув будівлю міськради, 
де зберігалися виборчі бюлетені 1 яке він з 
колегами охороняв, за наказом свого 
керівництва. 


Пишеться нова книжка "Офшорний 
бізнес Віктора Медведчука" 


(Українська правда)- Автор книги 
"Нарцис. Штрихи до портрету Віктора 
Медведчука" Дмитро Чобіт працює над HO— 
вою книгою, яка, за його словами, матиме 
назву "Офшорний бізнес Віктора Мед- 
ведчука" 

Про це Чобіт заявив на прес-конференції 
у Чернівцях, повідомляє радіо "Свобода". 
Чобіт наголосив, що вперше оприлюднює 
інформацію про те, де "брав деякі мате- 


Щоб дізнатись, де і як голосувати, 
ознайомтесь із вашою інформаційною 
карткою виборця. Якщо ви не отримали 
вашу картку, відразу ж зателефонуйте до 


Виборчої комісії Канади. 


ріали" для написання книги "Нарцис". 

Чобіт розповів, що матеріали про бізнес- 
діяльність Віктора Медведчука йому надав 
нині покійний екс-народний депутат, член 
об'єднання "Антимафія" Анатолій Єрмак. 

Ці матеріали стосуються офшорної біз- 
несової діяльності нинішнього глави прези-- 
дентської адміністрації". "Саме про це і про 
те, що ще не було опубліковано, і буде моя 
наступна книга", - додав Чобіт. 


тіньової угоди з Україною 


Віталій Портников, Радіо Свобода 

Російське акціонерне товариство "Газ- 
пром" звинувачують у втраті кількох мільяр-- 
дів доларів, переважно через тіньову угоду 
про поставки туркменського газу в Україну. 

Такі дані, які стали головною новиною 
ділового життя Росії, оприлюднила ком- 
панія "Hermitage Capital Management," один 
із менших акціонерів російського eHepre— 
тичного гіганта. 

Оглядачі запитують, для чого було доб-- 
ровільно віддавати контракт на транспор-- 
тування газу в Україну маловідомій yrop— 
ській фірмі? Хто заробив на цьому капі- 
тали і на що йдуть гроші? Західна преса 
раніше робила припущення: фінансують 
вибори у Росії та Україні. Зі свого боку, 
акціонери "I азпрому" дбають не про полі- 
тику, а про власну кишеню. 

Перед кожними виборами ради дирек-- 
торів російського акціонерного товариства 
ми стаємо свідками своєрідних сенсацій, 
пов'язаних із передвиборчою кампанією 
директора корпоративних досліджень 
компанії “Hermitage Capital Management” 
Вадима Клейнера. Пан Клейнер нама- 
гається увійти до ради директорів “I азпро- 
му?. Таким чином він доводить його акціо-- 
нерам, що бізнес в компанії відбувається 
зовсім не так успішно, як про це говорить 
ii керівництво на чолі із путінським про-- 
теже Олексієм Міллером. 

І от нові цифри щодо втрат "Газпрому" 
за цей рік: 2 мільярди доларів. Частина цих 
втрат пов'язана із угорською фірмою 
“Eural trans 557, яка за погодженням 13 Me— 
неджментом російської газової монополії, 
зайняла місце "Ітери" і постачає сьогодні 
туркменський газ в Україну і до євро- 
пейських країн. 

Про це дослідження пишуть сьогодні 
практично всі російські ділові газети. Як 


підкреслює Клейнер, “Eural TG” отримує 
прибутки від транспортування газу, які 
мали б залишатися у "Газпрому". І більше 
того, “Eural TG” навіть не розплачується 
із "Тазпромом" за транспортні послуги. Тут 
вже, поза всякими сумнівами, гроші мають 
перераховуватися саме "Газпрому". 

Щоправда, Клейнер не знайшов 
особистої зацікавленості менеджерів “T a3— 
прому»" у співробітництві 3 “Eural TG”. Він 
вивчив структуру цієї компанії і дізнався, 
що 70% акцій - у власності двох гро- 
мадянок Республіки Кіпр (пані Панайоту 
Піфані i Джанет Дімітріаду). A от бенефі- 
ціарами в тих домовленостях, які пов'язані 
із “Eural trans gas”, є Девід Браун і Роберт 
Шеттлер-Джонс - керуючий директор i 
директор компанії "Єабр прожект". Можна 
сказати, що це люди, пов'язані з україн- 
ським бізнесом. За повідомленням газети 
"Комерсант», останній працював BAKOHaB— 
чим директором у Дніпропетровську і був 
членом ради спостерігачів Кримського 
заводу по виробництву соди. 

Коментуючи звинувачення, керівник 
прес-служби "Тазпрому" не погодився з 
тим, що компанія не отримала прибуток у 
розмірі 2 млрд. доларів. Аналіз Вадима 
Клейнера він називає "необ'єктивним". 3a 
контрактом з "Нафтогазом України", до 
2006 року оператором постачання TypK— 
менського газу в Україну є саме компанія 
“Eural TG", i "Тазпром" аж ніяк не може 
вплинути на цю ситуацію. Росіяни кажуть, 
що зобов'язані забезпечити транспорту-- 
вання газу, який пройде Україною в 
Туркменистан на засадах міжурядової yro— 
ди між Росією i Україною. "Еигаї TG” виб-- 
рав саме Київ, тому і прибуток аж ніяк не 
міг би стати прибутком “TI азпрому?, Haro— 
лошують представники російської ком- 
панії. 


Я тут будую своє майбутнє. 


У понеділок, 28 червня 2004 року, 
ми голосуємо. 


Навіть якщо ви не отримали вашу інформаційну 
картку виборця, ви можете проголосувати 
зареєструвавшись в день виборів на вашій 
виборчій дільниці. Для реєстрації вам необхідно 
представити ідентифікаційні документи, які 


Понеділок, 28 червня 200 


Ми разом 


містять ваші ім'я, адресу та підпис. 


За додатковою інформацією англійською або французькою 


мовами звертайтеся до Виборчої комісії Канади за номером: 
TTY: 1 800 361-8935 


1 800 463-6868 


www.elections.ca 


4 року - день виборів. 


Голосувати мають право громадяни 
Канади віком принаймні 18 років на день 
виборів. Ваш голос є таємним. 


будуємо майбутнє. 


Моє майбутнє. Мій голос. 


hea 


Elections Canada 
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Poland lobbies EU on Ukraine’s behalf 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—On June 13, Poland, like 
the other seven post-Communist states who joined the 
European Union (EU) in May, participated for the first 
time in European Parliament elections. In preparation 
for the elections, on June 5, the well-known Gazeta 
Wyborcza newspaper published a list of eight questions 
posed to eight leading political parties. 

The first and second questions were focused on the 
importance of Poland vis-a-vis Europe and were re- 
lated to the European Constitution as well as relations 
between the EU and US. The third question asked about 
Ukraine’s European perspectives. Ukraine “is an im- 
portant partner of Poland, traditionally a buffer against 
Russia. Should we strive that Ukraine enters the EU?” 
Preceding the survey, Gazeta Wyborcza’s Editor Adam 
Michnik and Our Ukraine leader Viktor Yushchenko 
wrote a joint article entitled, “For a United Europe”. 
From this initiative it is clear which Ukrainian politi- 
cal camp former Polish Solidarity activists, such as 
Michnik, see as best representing Ukraine’s European 
choice in this year’s Ukrainian elections. 

None of the eight political parties, which represent 
the entire political spectrum in Poland, opposes 
Ukraine’s membership in the EU although all consider 
this to be a long process. Most adamantly in favor of 
EU membership were the ruling Democratic Left Alli- 
ance (SLD) and its offshoot, the opposition Civic Plat- 
form (PO). The Polish Peasant Party (PSL) believes that, 
if Ukraine is denied admission to the EU, “Ukraine will 
without doubt choose a future partnership with Russia”. 
The opposition Law and Justice Party (PiS) believes that 
Ukraine should be the main focus for the EU’s eastern 
dimension, rather than presumably Russia, as is the cur- 
rent focus. Freedom Union (UW) considers Ukraine as 
part of “our historical family”. UW stated: “The vision 
of Ukraine within the EU requires the support of Po- 
land. This is our objective from the viewpoint of his- 
tory, geopolitics and economics. This is one of the most 
important objectives of our European policies.” 

Two populist parties — Self Defense and the League 
of Polish Families [LPR]) — which are both critically 
disposed towards the EU, also supported Ukraine’s 
membership aspirations. The LPR stated that, “Ukraine 
will be our natural ally in the European Union”. Two 
factors were cited by most of the eight political parties. 

First, as outlined by the PO, Poland should be at the 
forefront in lobbying the EU to raise its interest in an 
eastern dimension to the same level as its southern flank. 
The Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs produced a “non- 


г paper” and a formal paper in support of an eastern di- 


| 


mension’ for the EU in February and May 2003. Both 
papers were meant to contribute to discussion of the 
EU’s March 2003 “Wider Europe” communication. The 
papers called on the EU to differentiate policy toward 


its eastern and southern neighbors, as only the former 
lies within Europe and, therefore, should be granted 
the option of membership. 

Second, Ukraine’s geographic position should be rec- 
ognized as a buffer between Poland and Russia. This 
has traditionally been a Polish objective due to the 
deeply ingrained historical sense of Russia as a threat. 
After joining the EU in May, Poland began to more 
actively lobby in favor of Ukraine’s EU (and NATO) 
membership aspirations. Support for Ukraine has also 
come from within the Wisegrad Group — Poland, 
Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Hungary — and from 
Lithuania. Just as Germany saw Poland’s membership 
in NATO and the EU as important to securing its east- 
ern flank, so does Poland similarly look on Ukraine. In 
the case of Ukraine, there is a sense of urgency be- 
cause of the fear that if Ukraine is not offered a home 
inside the EU, it will turn to Russia. As seen from Po- 
land, this threat increased in April when Ukraine joined 
Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan in ratifying a United 
Economic Space within the CIS. In Poland’s view, 
Ukraine’s decision to support CIS integration was a 
response to being discounted by the EU. 

Poland has been critically disposed towards the EU 
leadership for refusing to give Ukraine a positive sig- 
nal on future membership, as Ukrainian President Le- 
onid Kuchma has repeatedly urged. A Polish Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said, “Ukraine needs a European 
vision that will permit it to build a modern country ori- 
ented towards the west. Otherwise it will turn in the 
opposite direction’. Polish Prime Minister Marek Belka 
has appealed to the EU to provide a clear-cut signal to 
Ukraine that it could become a future member. This 
signal is an urgent necessity, he believes. Poland has 
been especially critical of the EU for refusing to grant 
Ukraine market economy status. There is a practical 
side to this position. This year’s agreements allow the 
EU to only import 185,000 tons of steel from Ukraine. 
Prior to joining the EU, Poland alone purchased 400,000 
tons annually from Ukraine and now may be forced to 
purchase more expensive Russian steel. Russia was 
granted market economy status in 2002. 

Poland wants the EU to become more like NATO in 
having an “open door” policy. In addition, post-com- 
munist states seek to promote to EU decision-makers 
the importance of geopolitical factors, which have 
largely ignored until now. During the Kuchma era, the 
EU and Ukraine have initiated “virtual policies” in- 
volving each other: Confusing signals sent by the EU 
have eroded these virtual policies. European Commis- 
sion President Romani Prodi told the Financial Times 
on May 4 that Ukraine would never become a member 
of the EU. After considerable criticism, Prodi back- 
tracked, claiming that he has been “misquoted” and that 
the EU, “welcomes Ukraine’s European choice”. 


Lytvyn attacks clans 


(Ukrayinska Pravda/BBC Monitoring Service)— 
Ukrainian parliament speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn has 
made a scathing attack on what he described as “clans, 
oligarchs and total corruption’, an apparent allusion to 
political and business groups close to President Leonid 
Kuchma. 

Speaking at the Agrarian Party congress on June 9, 
shortly after being unanimously elected as the party’s 
new leader, he said Ukraine’s ruling elite was lining its 
pockets and beggaring the country in the process. Parts 
of his speech were quoted by the leading opposition 
web site Ukrayinska Pravda on June 10. 

“Ukraine is close to becoming a totally corrupt coun- 
try ruled by oligarchs and party-clan groupings,’ Lytvyn 


Prosecutor-general claims 


progress in Gongadze case 


(RFE/RL)—Prosecutor-General Vasylyev told jour- 
nalists in Kyiv on June 10 that investigators have made 
progress in their probe of the murder of Internet jour- 
nalist Heorhiy Gongadze, Interfax reported. 

Vasylyev said his office questioned Ukrainian busi- 
nessman Volodymyr Tsvil who is now living in Munich. 

Tsvil, who claims to know some details connected 
with the clandestine recordings made by presidential 
bodyguard Mykola Melnychenko in President Leonid 
Kuchma’s office, told Deutsche Welle last month that 
Yevhen Marchuk and Volodymyr Radchenko, former 
chiefs of the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU), and 
current SBU head Ihor Smeshko knew that 
Melnychenko was secretly taping Kuchma. 

The Melnychenko tapes link high-ranking Ukrainian 
officials, including Kuchma, parliamentary speaker 
Volodymyr Lytvyn, and former Interior Minister Yuriy 
Kravchenko, to Gongadze’s murder. 


said. “The time has already come to raise the issue of 
creating an anti-clan front in Ukraine, because only the 
nation as a whole can stand up to the small group who 
are like parasites on the people. 

“Tn the entire history of Ukraine, never before has 
there been a ruling group that would create its riches 
by pilfering state assets and national treasures, a group 
that would solve its problems by merging with the gov- 
ernment, a group that would build nothing but offices 
and palaces, and a corrupt state modelled on themselves. 

“Stalin had just one overcoat — and the entire coun- 
try. But these people have everything now. Furthermore, 
they control the state, and use this power to further their 
own economic interests.” 

The statement appears to be in line with what many 
Ukrainian analysts have been describing as the gradual 
transformation of Lytvyn, the former chief of presiden- 
tial administration, from a loyal supporter of President 
Kuchma into an independent figure. 

Lytvyn made it clear, however, that his attack was 
not against Kuchma, who he said would “go down in 
history as the statesman who practically built the struc- 
ture of modern Ukraine, radically changed its economic 
system and made the country a part the international 
and European community”. 

Lytvyn was adamant that he did not plan to run for 
president in the October election. But he added that in 
its relations with any presidential candidate, the Agrar- 
ian Party would not be “a subservient pro-government 
structure which is only needed when the time comes to 
support yet another trumped-up initiative or sign some 
statements prepared higher up.” 

Earlier this year Lytvyn made it clear that he would 
not allow a repeat vote on the government-backed con- 

stitutional reform bill that was defeated in parliament 
on April 8. The bill was heavily criticized by the cen- 
tre-right opposition. 


Ukraine to seek 
Lazarenko’s extradition 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine intends to continue to seek the extradition of former 
Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko, who was convicted in the United States 
June 3 on fraud and extortion charges. 

A spokesman for the Prosecutor-General’s Office in Ukraine, Serhiy 
Rudenko, said Lazarenko should be tried at home. The United States and 
Ukraine do not have a formal extradition agreement. 

A San Francisco jury found Lazarenko guilty of using his political posi- 
tion to extort money and launder it through U.S. banks. Lawyers said he 
could face up to five years in prison. 

Rudenko earlier noted that Lazarenko is wanted in Ukraine for alleg- 
edly masterminding two murders and the embezzlement of public funds. 
Interpol recently renewed a warrant for his arrest. 


Our Ukraine to sign accord 
with Tymoshenko bloc 


(RFE/RL)—Our Ukraine leader Viktor Yushchenko said at a meeting 
with voters in Poltava Oblast on June 13 that his bloc will sign a coopera- 
tion agreement with the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc within a week, the 
“Ukrayinska pravda” website reported. 

According to Yushchenko, the two opposition blocs have reached “full 
understanding” regarding the accord, which will pertain to their coopera- 
tion during the presidential-election campaign and joint reformist mea- 
sures after the presidential election. 

Yuliya Tymoshenko said on June 11 that the coalition accord will also 
include a section referring to who will run the future government follow- 
ing an anticipated election victory. 

“We will clearly define what personnel responsibility is being sought 
by each of the teams forming the coalition,” Interfax quoted her as saying. 


Prosecutor moves to strip 
Tymoshenko of immunity 


(RFE/RL)—Prosecutor-General Hennadiy Vasylyev has requested that 
the Verkhovna Rada strip Yuliya Tymoshenko, head of the eponymous 
opposition bloc, of her parliamentary immunity, thus enabling prosecu- 
tors to proceed with a criminal case against her, Interfax reported on June 
10. 

Last month the Prosecutor-General’s Office instituted criminal pro- 
ceedings against Tymoshenko on charges of organizing bribery of a judge. 

Vasylyev’s request will now be viewed by the parliamentary Regula- 
tions Committee, which will decide whether to submit it for consider- 
ation of the entire house or return to the sender. 

Tymoshenko commented the same day that the Prosecutor-General’s 
Office has fabricated the case against her in order to prevent a presiden- 
tial-campaign coalition between her bloc and Our Ukraine led by Viktor 
Yushchenko. : 
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Hawn best bet to defeat 
D & D advocate 


It is an ironic twist of justice that Allan Rock, who initiated the Denatu- 
ralization and Deportation (D & D) policy has been replaced as the Lib- 
eral candidate in Etobicoke Centre by Borys Wrzesnewsky]j, a vociferous 
critic of this assault on the civil liberties of Canadians of East European 
(and especially Ukrainian) origin. ; 

But if Allan Rock is the one who initiated this policy, then Anne 
MacLellan is the one who has spent the most time on it. 

True, McLellan inherited this policy from Rock, but she pursued it zeal- 
ously as Minister of Justice and, according to statements made before the 
House Standing Committee, is now responsible for it as Minister of Pub- 
lic Safety and Emergency Preparedness. 

Back in 1997, McLellan was warned by the Ukrainian community against 
hiring the former Director of the U.S. Office of Special Investigations, 
Neal Sher, as a special consultant to the Canadian War Crimes Unit of her 
department, because Sher had been found to have committed “fraud upon 
the court” in the John Demjanjuk case by withholding evidence that would 
have proved Demjanjuk innocent of the charge he was the infamous “Ivan 
the Terrible”. She proceeded to hire him anyway. Later Sher was disbarred 
for having allegedly defrauded Holocaust victims. 

She was repeatedly told by the Ukrainian community that the whole D 
& D policy was unjust because it victimized respondents without the need 
to prove that they committed any war crimes whatsoever. And this, after 
all, was the stated purpose of this policy. She ignored these justifiable 
objections. 

She was also told that it was totally wrong to try to introduce evidence 
obtained by the KGB through torture into Canadian courts. Her 
department’s lawyers proceeded to do so regardless. 

Now, the Federal Court of Appeals has unanimously rejected this policy 
on the very same grounds that the Ukrainian community had continu- 
ously told McLellan that it should be rejected — namely that there is no 
evidence of any war crimes. 

What is particularly amazing about McLellan’s refusal to take these 
very serious concems about a judicial abuse of civil liberties into consid- 
eration is her resume. 

From 1976 to 1980, McLellan was an Assistant Professor of Law at the 
University of New Brunswick. In 1980, she moved to Edmonton to take a 
position as Associate Professor of Law at the University of Alberta. She 
served as Associate Dean of the University’s Faculty of Law between 1985 
and 1987. From July 1991 to June 1992, she was Acting Dean. 

McLellan’s experience also includes past membership on the Board of 
Directors of the Canadian Civil Liberties Association and Alberta Legal 
Aid. 

With such a record she obviously should have known better. But she 
consciously decided to ignore this abuse of civil liberties in order to fulfill 
a political agenda. For this, she deserves defeat. 

Some may argue that we need McLellan as a strong voice in cabinet. 
There are several things wrong with this assumption. Number one, it as- 
sumes the Liberals will form the next government, which is very much up 
in the air at the present moment. Number two, it ignores the fact that even 
if the Liberals do form the next government and David Kilgour is the only 
Liberal elected in Alberta, the Prime Minister will have no choice but to 
reappoint Kilgour to cabinet — and not just in a junior role. Number three, 
if someone with such a legal background can ignore such obvious abuses 
of civil liberties as the D & D policy involves — then what kind of repre- 
sentative is she? 

Conservative Laurie Hawn is in the best position to defeat her. In terms 
of strategic voting he is the best bet. 

We do not have much information about him at present, but we can 
state that he gave an impressive performance at the election forum spon- 
sored by the Ukrainian Professional and Business Club of Edmonton and 
showed himself to be well aware of the issues that concern our commu- 
nity. All of which indicates he should be a very good representative for 
our community. 
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Candidates most likely to 
provide the best representation 
for our community 


Part 2 — The West 


In the previous issue we focused on three candidates 
from Ontario who can be best expected to represent 
our community’s interests in Parliament. In this issue 
we focus on three from Western Canada. 

As we mentioned in the previous editorial, this is a 
short list consisting of those who have either distin- 
guished themselves within the community itself by tak- 
ing pro-active stands, or have done so as sitting mem- 
bers of parliament. The critical words here are distin- 
guished and pro-active. And the list is not comprehen- 
sive because it only refers to those about who we have 
the most available information. Some may be excluded 
because we do not have enough available information 
to make a recommendation. And simply being of Ukrai- 
nian origin does not automatically mean that we are 
endorsing a candidate as “most likely to provide the 
best representation for our community”. Certainly we 
encourage members of our community, and candidates 
of Ukrainian origin to stand for election. And if you 
have a candidate of Ukrainian origin in your riding, 
then vote for him or her. This also applies to candi- 
dates who have good ties with our community. But there 
have been cases where MPs of non-Ukrainian origin 
have taken a much more pro-active role in defense of 
the community’s interests than have MPs that actually 
are of Ukrainian origin. That’s why these individuals 
are being singled out. The three from Western Canada 
who have distinguished themselves are as follows: 

Inky Mark (Conservative, Dauphin-Swan River- 
Marquette)—For Inky Mark, the issue of Ukrainian 
Internment and Redress has become a personal cru- 
sade. No Member of Parliament has devoted more time 
and attention to this issue than Mark. Recently he re- 
introduced Private Member’s Bill C-331, which calls 
for restitution for the unjust internment of Ukrainian 
Canadians during World War I, along with Bill C-333 
which calls for restitution to the Chinese community 
for the head tax of the first half of the 20" century. 
Mark had originally introduced Bill C-331 back in 
2001. 

Mark has also championed other Ukrainian issues. 
He has been a consistent opponent of the Denatural- 
ization and Deportation (D & D) process and has called 
for changes to the Citizenship Act to prevent such 
abuses in the future. 

The Ukrainian Canadian community first honoured 
Inky Mark by bestowing the Honorary Life Member 
award of Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival and, 
most recently, by the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liber- 


ties Association (UCCLA) and the National Congress 
of Chinese Canadians for introducing the two redress 
bills. UCCLA describes him as “the best friend the 
Ukrainian Canadian community has had in Parliament”. 

Peter Goldring (Conservative, Edmonton East)— 
Married to a Canadian of Ukrainian origin, Peter 
Goldring is most familiar with the issues that concern 
our community. 

He has been an outspoken critic of D & D both in 
and outside Parliament. He even wrote a newspaper 
column on the Wasyl Odynsky case in which he pointed 
out the gross injustice of the citizenship revocation pro- 
cess. In the column (which appeared in the Ukrainian 
News issue of July 24-August 6, 2002) he noted that 
Odynsky was cleared of all charges of war crimes and 
had been an outstanding citizen of Canada for the last 
50 years. 

Goldring was also very pro-active on the issue of the 
World Genocide Museum in Winnipeg (as opposed to 
one dealing strictly with the Jewish Holocaust). He 
devoted one entire issue of his constituency informer 


to this matter, highlighting the Ukrainian Famine-Geno- | 


cide and other acts of genocide throughout history. 

Goldring has been pro-active on issues relating to 
the Ukrainian community and can be expected to do 
the same in the future. 

David Kilgour (Liberal, Edmonton-Beaumont)— 
As a Progressive Conservative and as a Liberal, David 
Kilgour has always put the interests of his constituents 
ahead of Party discipline. That’s what got him kicked 
out of the Progressive Conservative government of 
Brian Mulroney, that’s what designated him a junior 
cabinet member under Jean Chretien, and got him 
kicked out of cabinet by Paul Martin. 

During his 25 years of service as a Member of Par- 
liament, David Kilgour has consistently championed 
causes that affected the Ukrainian community. Any- 
one who reads his 1988 book “Uneasy Patriots: West- 
ern Canadians in Confederation” will realize that 
Kilgour is very familiar with the history of Ukrainians 
in Canada and is well aware of the issues that concen 
the community. 

David Kilgour was very supportive of the Ukrainian 
community in its fight against the injustice of the D & 
D process and lobbied his fellow cabinet ministers on 
the community’s behalf. 

He has been a very consistent supporter of our com- 
munity and deserves to be re-elected. 


Alzania unfairly targeted 


Edmonton Strathcona New Democratic Party candi- 
date Malcolm Alzania has been unfairly targeted by 
the media and special interest groups. 

A big deal was made over comments Alzania made 
on an Internet chat room over 10 years ago. Frankly, 
his comments that Jews were White supremacists be- 
cause they were White, were stupid. But that was over 
10 years ago and he has apologized for them. 

We have seen Jewish leaders make infinitely more 
outrageous statements and get away with them un- 
scathed. Take, for example the inference made by В'паї 
Brith in a 2002 press release that Wasyl Odynsky, who 
was found innocent of any crime was a convicted mass 
murderer, or the president of the Canadian Jewish Con- 
gress referring to the Federal Appeals Court decision 
which reinstated Helmut Oberlander’s citizenship Без 
cause he was found innocent of any war crimes as “an 
insult to those who perished in the Holocaust and those 
who survived”, 

While Alzania’s comments about White supremacy 


were stupid, there are far greater implications to an 


other charge slung at him. We refer to revelations that 
he, as managing editor of the University of Alberta’s 
Gateway newspaper, approved a 1993 cartoon entitled 
“What if Christ was born in 199327, which depicted 
Israeli soldiers menacing Mary, Joseph and the baby 
Jesus, and threatening to bulldoze their home. In 1993 
Bethlehem, where Jesus was born, was located in oc- 
cupied Arab Palestine — as it is today. The object of 
the cartoon was to make a statement on the repressive 
measures used by Israeli authorities in Palestine — теа- 
sures which remain in place today. It was in no way 
intended to depict Jews as “Christ killers”, a charge 
which Jewish leaders immediately flung in their suc- 
cessful bid to make the Gateway apologize. This just 
goes to show how a powerful special interest group can 
mount enough pressure to stifle legitimate expression. 
We could say that Alzania deserves support for be- 
ing unfairly targeted. But we should also point out to 
those people concerned with health care, that the NDP 
has been the most consistent supporter of publicly 


funded universal health care, 
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Canadian Human Rights| From D-Day to У- -Day: 


Commission’s assault 
on Ukrainian website 


By Mirko Petriw 

Those following the ugliest tactics of Presi- 
dent Kuchma’s “party of power’s” assault on 
free speech and all things Ukrainian are no 
doubt aware of the forced closing of some of 
Ukraine’s last media bastions of liberty and 
critical comment. The newspaper Silski Visti 
was recently closed for publishing an alleg- 
edly anti-Semitic (and poorly researched) ar- 
ticle. And the Internet-based opposition news- 
paper of the late Mr. Gongadze, Ukrayins’ka 
Pravda is currently experiencing another at- 
tempt at silencing at the hands of the Kuchma 
government. Yet few would have noticed that 
by diabolical coincidence, Canada’s own 
internet site for the defense of the good name 
of the Ukrainian nation, is under the very real 
threat of shut-down by the Canadian Human 
Rights commission. 

Vancouverite Lubomyr Prytulak is under in- 
vestigation under the provisions of the Cana- 
dian Human Rights Act with: “[...Ukrainian 
Archive is] discriminating against persons or 
groups of persons because of religion and 
national or ethnic origin by communicating 
messages to Internet newsgroups which 
would likely expose individuals who are of 
the Jewish faith, and segments of the Jewish 
faith identified by their national or ethnic ori- 
gin to hatred and/or contempt...” 

Lubomyr argues that “...the respondent re- 
peatedly communicates messages over the 
Internet which are likely to expose some 
members of the Jewish community to hatred 
or contempt on the ground that they are cor- 
гирі. The alternative is unthinkable in a free 
and democratic society — which would be 
the suppression of criticism of any Jews, fol- 
lowed inevitably by the claiming of the same 
privilege by other groups,..” 


The tactics of the CHRC in continuing this 
harassment include the technique of “spolia- 
tion”, that is the strategic suppression, and de- 
struction of Lubomyr’s submissions in his de- 
fense. By posting all relevant letters and docu- 
ments on the Ukrainian Archives website 
www.ukar.org he has allowed the public to 
follow the machinations of this arm of Paul 
Martin’s Liberal government on a daily ba- 
sis. Ukrainian Archive has become the 
Internet equivalent of the Rodney King vid- 
eotape! 

Lubomyr Prytulak says that “..the motiva- 
tion for the creation of UKAR was to refute 
the defamation of the Ukrainian people and 
the Ukrainian nation, [...] Indeed, among the 
titles originally considered for what became 
the Ukrainian Archive was the UADL — the 
Ukrainian Anti-Defamation League. [...] 
Ukrainians, then, constitute perhaps the most 
defamed group in Canadian society, which 
cannot fail to have adverse impact upon 
Ukrainians in several areas, such as admis- 
sion to university or application for employ- 
ment or having accepted for publication a let- 
ter to the editor or a book. The UKAR labor 
of refuting the defamation, and thereby miti- 
gating the adverse impact, is in the public in- 
terest, and deserves protection as a “Special 
Program” under CHRA § 16.” 

All Canadians should be concerned with the 
affect of the Canadian Human Rights Act on 
freedom of speech. Among the Act’s provi- 
sions is the strange notion that the defense of 
veracity is not sufficient. One cannot shout 
“fire” in a crowded theatre — even if there 
really is a fire! One cannot say that the Em- 
peror has no clothes, — even when he’s stark 
naked! 

June 28 we go to the polls. 


Most Liberals don’t answer 
UCCLA redress survey 


Cont. from P. i 
before citizenship is granted.” 

On redress they stated: 

“The policy of the Government of Canada 
is consistent with aspects of Bill C-331 that 
call for acknowledgment and commemoration 
of the historical experience of Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian communities. 

“Commemoration may include support for 
museums and memorial plaques and other 
initiatives available through existing govern- 
ment programs and institutions. 

“The Government has maintained dialogue 
with communities requesting restitution for 
incidents in our nation’s past. 

“Tn an effort to ensure that these actions do 
not happen again, the Government resources and 
efforts on forward looking approaches to create 
amore equitable society for future generations. 

On relations with Ukraine, the Liberal Party 
stated that “Canada and Ukraine enjoy close 
relations, based upon a historic foundation of 
over one hundred years of Ukrainian migra- 
tion to Canada”, then went on to outline the 
history of Canada’s relations with Ukraine and 
list the programs that the Canadian govern- 
ment has in place. 

The Bloc opposed multiculturalism, saying: 
“This is a policy which helped the federal gov- 
егатепі negate Québec’s distinctiveness.” 

The Bloc answered Yes on Immigration, 
and No on Citizenship, explaining: “If some- 
one commits a fraud to acquire citizenship, 
there should be ways to revoke it. Otherwise, 

it should not be revocable.” 

On Internment, the Bloc answered: “Yes. 
The Bloc Québécois strongly support the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress in this quest.” 

It answered the question on Canada- 
Ukraine relations with a simple Yes. 

Meanwhile, all Bloc Quebecois candidates, 
almost all Conservatives and most NDP can- 
didates replied positively to a survey asking 


for redress to Ukrainian and Chinese Canadi- 
ans. In the survey, co-sponsored by the Na- 
tional Congress of Chinese Canadians and the 
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Associa- 
tion all candidates seeking election to the 
House of Commons were asked if they would 
support Bill C 331 —The Ukrainian Canadian 
Restitution Act and Bill C 333 — The Chinese 
Canadian Recognition and Restitution Act, 
Yes or No. 

Of the 308 Liberal Party candidates 15 re- 
plied yes, one said no, 15 issued a form letter 
containing the official party policy and 277 
did not reply. 

From the Conservatives 297 said yes and 
seven had no reply. 

Of the NDP 243 said yes and there was one 
no reply. 75 Bloc Quebecois candidates re- 
plied yes. From the Green Party there were 
84 yeses, one no and 186 no replies. 

Results were compiled and tabulated by 
UCCLA. The results, by riding, have been 
published on its web site (www.uccla.ca). 

The statements below represent the official 
replies of three of the major Canadian politi- 
cal parties. Please note that the Bloc Quebe- 
cois has also officially confirmed its support 
(June 4, 2004) for both Bill C 331 and Bill C 
333, as have a large number of individual can- 
didates for the Green Party of Canada. 

The Conservative Party of Canada (April 
2, 2004) has affirmed that it: “will recognize 
and resolve the outstanding redress issues of 
the Ukrainian-Canadian community and the 
Chinese-Canadian community.” 

The Liberal Party of Canada replied with 
the same response it gave the UCC. 

The New Democratic Party of Canada has 
written (May 31, 2004) that “the New Demo- 
cratic Party supports [both bills]. We stand 
beside the Chinese and Ukrainian Communi- 
ties in your demands for justice, recognition, 
and restitution.” 


How do Ukrainians fit in 


By Roman Serbyn Professor Emeritus 
of History, University of Montreal 

Judging by the attention given to the 60th 
anniversary of D-Day, we can expect even 
much prominent celebrations next year of the 
60th anniversary of Victory in Europe (May 
8th). Especially in Europe where the day af- 
ter will be Europe Day (May 9th). My ques- 
tion is: how will Ukrainians (and Ukraine) fit 
into these commemorations? The Ukrainian 
Diaspora has less than a year to prepare itself 
for these events. 

From what I know, Ukraine is preparing to 
have grand celebrations of the 60th anniver- 
sary of Victory Day (May 9th). A couple of 
years ago Ukraine announced that it would 
take the initiative to organize joint celebra- 
tions of all the CIS countries of this anniver- 
sary. Thus, while the rest of Europe (except 
Russia & Belarus) celebrate the end of the 
Nazi scourge and the birth of a new united 
Europe, Ukraine will turn its back on Europe 
and plunge into the “liberal empire” of the 
“single economic space”. 

Ukraine will be pushed more and more into 
Eurasia and further and further away from 
Europe. (Just imagine for a moment that 
Ukraine is admitted to EU tomorrow; next 
year all of Europe celebrates V-Day on May 
8th and Europe Day on May 9th while 
Ukraine only watches Europe on May 8th, 
celebrates V-Day on May 9th and Europe Day 
in a staggered rhythm weeks later.) This is 
the way things will happen, unless Ukraini- 
ans do something to change them. 

Ukrainians in the Diaspora and in Ukraine 
should use the year that is left to steer Ukraine 
into Europe and away from Putin’s Eurasian 
empire. 

1. Ukrainians in the Diaspora should de- 
velop a program of how things Ukrainian 
should and could be included in the 2005 com- 
memorations. We should prepare materials on 
Ukrainians in WWII: in the armed forces of 
Western nations, in the Red Army. 

Special attention should be paid to the UPA 
and the Ukrainian Division Halychyna. This 
work should be undertaken on various level, 


from the Ukrainian World Congress to the 


local communities in various cities. We should 
have both written material (memoirs, etc) to 
people (veterans, survivors, academics, civic 
leaders) willing and able to appear on radio 
& T.V. Programs before and during these 
events. Work should start now, and not wait 
until the last moment. 

2. Ukrainians in Ukraine should work for a 
reorientation of Ukraine’s involvement, from 
Eurasia to Europe. On the academic and po- 
litical level this means, among other things a 


rejection of the old Soviet and by definition 
anti-Ukrainian myth of the Great Fatherland 
War (GFW) (Velyka vitchyzniana vijna) and 
the reorientation of Victory Day to Remem- 
brance Day. 

2. The myth of the GFW was developed by 
the Soviet regime as a glue to keep together 
the multinational Soviet empire, and unite it 
around the Russian core. Today it’s strongest 
defenders in Ukraine are the Communist party, 
the Russian Orthodox Church and the Russian 
chauvinist organizations. The Ukrainian politi- 
cal elites find it convenient to adhere to it. 

The myth consists of three main notions: 
A) The Ukrainian people, part of the Soviet 
people, rose in defense of its Soviet socialist 
fatherland against the German invader and all 
those who did not, or who fought Stalin’s Red 
Army were traitors; B) Ukraine was liberated 
by the Red Army; C) The Ukrainian people 
were victors over the Nazi Germany. 

These are ideological and erroneous inter- 
pretations of what actually happened. A) In 
the beginning of the war most Ukrainians 
were either hostile, or at least lukewarm to 
the Soviet regime and actively or passively 
welcomed the coming of what many thought 
would be German liberators. It was only Nazi 
atrocities that turned them against the Ger- 
mans. B) Ukraine was not liberated, but only 
reconquered; it exchanged one anti-Ukrainian 
totalitarian regime (Hitler’s) for another 
(Stalin’s). C) If Ukrainians had been victors 
then they would have been masters of their 
fate, and what most Ukrainian farmers wanted 
was to get their land back, which they did not 
get. Stalin called all the subjects of the Soviet 
empire simple cogs in a large state machine. 
Cogs are not victors, they can only be used 
for someone else’s victory. 

The myth of the GFW is preventing recon- 
ciliation between Ukrainians who fought in 
the three different military formations (even 
though there were transfers between them): 
the Red Army, the Ukrainian Insurgent Army 
and the Division Halychyna (and those in 
other German formations). It is a disgrace to 
Ukraine and especially a shame on the Ukrai- 
nian political elites that 60 yars after the war 
Ukrainians are still divided on this issue and 
ashame to the President, the Government and 
the Parliament of Ukraine, that the only armed 
force that was formed for the independence 
of Ukraine is not recognized by this indepen- 
dent state today. 

I am raising these issues in the hope that 
we can start a fruitful discussion and not only 
discuss but make sure that the important up- 
coming commemorations do not catch us un- 
prepared. 


D & D American style 
80-year-old Ukrainian ordered deported 


By David Hafetz, 
The New York Sun, June 15 

A federal immigration judge has ordered a 
Queens man identified as a former armed 
guard at a Nazi slave-labor camp deported to 
the (sic) Ukraine. 

Jakiw Palij, 80, who lived quietly for de- 
cades in New York, served as a guard at 
Trawniki, an SS-run forced labor camp for 
Jews in Poland, prosecutors say. 

Mr. Palij has 30 days to appeal the deporta- 
tion order, which a judge signed last week. 
The order was made public yesterday (June 
14). 

“Neither the passage of time nor the ex- 
panse of an ocean will prevent the United 
States from securing a measure of justice on 
behalf of the victims of the Nazi regime,” As- 
sistant Attorney General Christopher Wray 
said in a written statement. 

A lawyer for Mr. Palij declined comment 
yesterday. Mr. Palij, who was born in a Pol- 
ish village that is now part of the (sic) Ukraine, 
has previously said that he was forced to work 
for the Nazis. 


The Jackson Heights resident was stripped 
of his American citizenship last August after 
a federal judge found that he had lied on a 
visa application when he entered the country 
in 1949. 

Mr. Palij had said he had spent part of World 
War II working on his father’s farm in Po- 
land. He received a visa designed to assist war 
refugees and became a citizen in 1957. 

In court records, the government has said 
Mr. Palij had once worked at Trawniki and 
wore the black SS uniform. Trawniki was the 
site of a 1943 massacre in which more than 
6,000 men, women, and children were shot 
to death. 

“By helping to prevent the escape of these 
prisoners, Palij played an indispensable role 
in ensuring that they met their tragic fate at 
the hands of the Nazis,” said Eli Rosenbaum, 
director of the Office of Special Investigations 
for the U. S. Justice Department. 

Prosecutors said yesterday they did not 
know if the (sic) Ukraine will accept Mr. Palij 
if he is deported 


Deserving immigration 
applicants face seemingly 
endless wait, lawyer says 


(UkrNews)—’ While some 200,000 illegal immigrants enjoy working, 
living and other benefits of life in Canada, decent, honest, accomplished 
immigration applicants wait seemingly endlessly for the Federal Govern- 
ment to approve their cases.” This was the conclusion reached by immi- 
gration lawyer Andy J. Semotiuk who held a news conference in Edmonton, 
June 15, to draw attention to the plight of a few such immigrant applicants 
who according to him have not been treated fairly by the Department of 
Citizenship and Immigration. Semotiuk introduced the cases involved and 
discussed the background of each applicant. 

Semotiuk first introduced the case of Galyna Bulavchyk, a senior nurse 
from Kyiv, Ukraine experienced in cardiac and elderly care. While visit- 
ing her Canadian 91-year-old grand father in January 2003, she discov- 
ered that he was in such poor health that he needed a care giver to look 
after him. Kurochka’s doctor confirmed that Kurochka is suffering from 
cardiac problems, diabetes, and other illnesses. Bulavchyk then filed an 
application to remain in Canada based on humanitarian and compassion- 
ate grounds and, in the meantime, applied to renew her visitor’s visa. 

Several months after her visitor’s visa expired and her request for a 
renewal was denied, but while the humanitarian application was still pend- 
ing, Bulavchyk was told that she was illegally staying in Canada and was 
told to leave Canada immediately. Only media coverage helped to tempo- 
rarily resolve her case with a six month Minister’s permit. Though she has 
applied to remain in Canada arguing that it is cheaper and better for Canada 
to allow her to stay and care for her grand father at his home for free than 
to try to place him into a nursing home at taxpayer’s expense, her applica- 
tion has not been successful thus far, and her six month Minister’s permit 
is about to expire. 

Marko Kurochka, Bulavchyk’s grand father, a Canadian citizen living in 
Canada for over 50 years, has previously stated if his grand daughter is 
ordered deported he will leave with her back to Europe. The undue stress 
related to the stormy progress in the case in itself has heavily weighed on 
Kurochka’s health. The case drew international attention late last year when 
newspapers in Ukraine reported that Canada was directing this citizen to 
leave the country rather than grant relief for him and his grand daughter. 
Unless things change Bulavchyk is required to leave Canada on July 26. 

Next Semotiuk raised the issue of a Evgeny Lehmanchook who is in 
Israel and is applying to immigrate to Canada to take up work in the IT 
area. Lehmanchook was in Canada and applied to fill a job offered to him 
by Dynamic Home Integration Inc. He was told this had to be handled 
from overseas and for that reason returned to Israel. The Technology Worker 

program advertised on the Citizenship and Immigration web site indicates 
that due to high demand for the kind of skills Lehmanchook has, no Hu- 
man Resource Development Canada (HRDC) approval is required. Typi- 
cally, Canadian Immigration employment authorization has to be accom- 
panied by a validated job offer from HRDC. The Technology Worker pro- 
gram recognized the pent up industry demand and removed the delay in 
the confirmation process. Nonetheless, despite Semotiuk’s providing veri- 
fication of the program by virtue of an exchange of emails with the 
Minister’s office, the HRDC clearance requirement was put forward by 
the Canadian Consulate in Tel Aviv and Lehmanchook is stuck there await- 
ing a breakthrough in this regard. He has been waiting for an approval for 
over a year now and meanwhile the work of Dynamic Home Integration 
Inc. of Edmonton has been stunted while this matter is resolved. 

Then, Semotiuk raised the example of Davendra Kumar, a successful 
businessman living in San Francisco who owns his own trucking firm and 
has applied to immigrate to Canada. Ten years ago, Kumar came to America 
from Fiji with nothing. Today he owns a company that operates three big 
trucks hauling produce all over the Bay area of San Francisco. Kumar 
wishes to come to Canada as an entrepreneur so he can join some family 
members here. This application has been pending for over two and a half 
years despite the fact that Kumar would bring jobs and investment to 
Canada. Neither the Processing Center in Buffalo, nor the Minister’s of- 
fice have replied to inquiries as to the progress of the case faxed into these 
offices. Kumar meanwhile waits patiently for his turn. 

Finally, Semotiuk introduced the case of Tymur Lemeshko, a computer 
Information Technology (IT) specialist and graduate of the Northern 
Alberta Institute of Technology. Lemeshko’s application to remain in 
Canada after completion of his studies in Canada was submitted to the 
Buffalo Processing Center. No reply was forthcoming for some time. 
Semotiuk faxed the Processing Center several times in April and was told 
by return fax that the case had been rejected in January, and that the corre- 
spondence had come back to the Processing Center due to a wrong ad- 
dress. However, neither Semotiuk nor Lemeshko have moved anywhere. 
A follow up fax sent to the Processing Center remains unanswered and 
neither Semotiuk nor Lemeshko have any idea why the application was 
rejected. It seems like, in this case, Canada does not want to acknowledge 
the value of its own training program Lemeshko has no police record nor 
medical issues affecting the case. 

According to Semotiuk, these cases demonstrate serious disrespect by 
the Federal Government for legal immigrant applicants to Canada. In the 
long run, according to Semotiuk who practices immigration law both in 
Canada and the United States, such an approach will harm Canada’s 
chances of attracting the best immigrants the world has to offer. Such 
immigrants will not tolerate such abuse and delays and instead will choose 
other countries. Meanwhile those less qualified will continue to seep into 
the Canadian fabric through illegal means. 

More generally, Semotiuk indicated that he sometimes encounters a dis- 
respectful attitude on the part of officials in the Department and at Cana- 
dian Consulates, even when reasonable cases like these are raised with 
those officials. Such officials don’t always appear to care about just how 
difficult it is to wind an application through Canadian approval channels 
to be allowed to immigrate to Canada legally. Semotiuk argues that if 
Fedex and UPS can keep track of millions of envelopes daily, why can’t 
the Federal Government keep track of these cases and respond to reason- 
able inquiries about them? 


agement in NGOs in Ukraine to a conference at the Ukrainian Catholic University. 


Non-Profit Management Institute in 
Lviv holds first conference for NGOs 


By Tom O’Keeffe 

Eighty representatives of various governmental, for- 
profit and non-profit organizations gathered in Lviv on 
May 28 to take part in the first conference organized by 
the Institute of Non-Profit Management of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University (UCU), “Non-Profit Management: 
Issues and Perspectives.” “The conference gives us a 
chance to bring together key people from the non-profit 
environment and to plant the seed that strong manage- 
ment practices are not only essential in the for-profit 
sphere,” said Andriy Borovets, director of the institute. 

Among the government organizations represented were 
Lviv City Hall, Ivan Franko Lviv National University, 
and the U.S. Peace Corps. Among the for-profit organi- 
zations represented were Pavlenko, Statsenko & 
Osinchuk, Attorneys at Law. And among the many non- 
profits represented were the International Renaissance 
Foundation, Caritas, and the “Dzherelo” cerebral palsy 
center of Lviv. 

The organization directors discussed current topics and 
had a rare chance to network and share their best prac- 
tices. On hand were not only such directors, but also gov- 
ernment administrators, educators, students and donor or- 
ganizations that fund most of the Non-Government Or- 
ganizations (NGOs) in Ukraine. 

The Institute of Non-Profit Management was started 
at the UCU in the summer of 2003. According to Nick 
Stankovich, the institute’s assistant director, as the insti- 
tute was wrapping up its first successful year of studies, 
there was a realization that it should offer more than just 
an educational program to serve the NGO community. 
“As evidenced by a recent report published by USAID, 
‘of the approximately 30,000 registered NGOs, local ex- 
perts indicate that about 4,000 are active’,” said 
Stankovich. 

“This is due to a variety of reasons,” continued 
Stankovich. “Organizational and management problems, 
lack of strategic planning, inability to become sustainable 
over time, and the challenging legal environment with 
which to operate in Ukraine. These reasons strongly sug- 
gest that there is an inadequate amount of education and 
training for the non-profit community in Ukraine in order 
to meet these challenges. This is one of the primary rea- 
sons for the establishment of our Institute of Non-Profit 
Management, in order to better train and prepare leaders 
for the non-profit community and succeed in Ukraine’s dif- 


ficult operating environment. Our institute is striving to 
improve the management capabilities of non-profit direc- 
tors to assist donors who look for competent NGOs which 
can sustain their organization when the funding ends.” 

The first speaker of the conference was Lyubov 
Maksymovych, the director of Women’s Perspectives, a 
Lviv NGO fighting against the trafficking of women. Her 
speech concerned sustainability of NGOs and it focused 
on lack of cooperation, among NGOs themselves and with 
the government. On cue she was followed by Zinovij 
Siryk, the Lviv city secretary, who spoke about “Coop- 
eration between NGOS and the Local Government.” He 
acknowledged that there is a lack of government help for 
NGOs but said that there is also a lack of involvement by 
NGOs. He concluded that the government needs to see 
more pressure from NGOs, particularly in the form of 
lobbying. 

The last of the morning speakers was Orysya Lutsevych 
from the Poland America Ukraine Cooperation Initiative 
(PAUCI), funded by USAID. Representing a donor orga- 
nization that sponsors joint projects between Poland and 
Ukraine, Lutsevych focused on “Cross-border Collabo- 
ration and the Challenges of International Cooperation.” 

The 80 participants were then organized into smaller 
discussion groups focusing on Legal Issues of NGOs, 
Effective Management in a Non-Profit Environment, 
Sustainability of NGOs, Lobbying the Government, 
Fundraising and Supervision in Social Services. The 
groups then presented the results of their talks to the con- 
ference. This was followed by lunch and then a presenta- 
tion of the Institute of Non-Profit Management by 
Stankovich. He reviewed the institute’s first year and dis- 
cussed how the next year would look. He then fielded 
questions from a very interested audience. 

Following Stankovich, the keynote speaker, Ruslan 
Kraplych from NGO Development Ukraine, which is 
sponsored by the European Union, presented his views 
on education in the non-profit sector. He confirmed the 
need for more institutes that can teach basic business skills 
to the large amount of NGO employees. He stayed on 
after his speech for a panel Q&A along with Michael 
Haines and Scott Lasher, who are both Peace Corps vol- 
unteers working with Ukrainian NGOs. Asked to sum up 
the conference on a positive note, Haines listed a number 
of achievements Ukraine has made since independence. 
The conference ended with a networking reception. 


Romaniw elected new CEC president 


(CEC)—At the Canadian Ethnocultural Council Bi- 
ennial General Assembly held on May 29, in Toronto, 
newly elected President Oleh Romaniw urged all ra- 
cial and ethnic communities to work together towards 
creating a Canada which continues to be the model of 
respect and equality. “Our made in Canada model of 
multicultural diversity is a source of strength and real 
resource of human capital,” said Romaniw, a former 
National President of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 

Keynote speaker Joseph Volpe, acknowledged that 
the immigrant and ethnocultural communities have con- 
tributed significantly to the development of Canada and 
this has set us apart in the global community. “The 
human capital and resources which multiculturalism 
brings is often undervalued. As an example, one of six 
members of Parliament was born outside of the coun- 
try, a feat that no other country in the world can claim.” 
Volpe urged the CEC to continue its mission to remind 
all of us that our diversity is our strength, that we have 


put into place unique programs and policies to enhance 
this resource and that have we have much to share with 
the rest of the world. 

The newly elected Executive of the CEC for the 2004- 
2006 term is as follows: President, Oleh Romaniw, 
(Ukrainian Canadian Congress); Vice President, Peter 
Ferreira, (Portuguese Canadian National Council); Gen- 
eral Secretary, Lou Sekulovski, (United Macedonians Or- 
ganization of Canada); Treasurer, Salvador Cabugao, 
(National Council of Canadian Filipino Associations); 
Director Athina Charalambides, (Cypriot Federation of 
Canada); Director Dr. Yoe Sook Youn, (Federation of 
Korean-Canadian Associations); Director Hatice Pakdil, 
(Federation of Canadian Turkish Associations); Direc- 
tor Olive Steele, (National Council of Jamaicans and Sup- 
portive Organizations in Canada); Director Emmanuel 
Dick, (National Council of Trinidad and Tobago Orga- 
nizations in Canada); Chairperson, Youth Forum, (Chris- 
tine Li, Chinese Canadian National Council). 
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Theresa Sokyrka 


Kyla Sandulak 


Ukrainian community cheering 
for Canadian Idol competitors 


(UCC-SPC/UkrNews)—Theresa Sokyrka of Saska- 
toon and Lashburm native Kyla Sandulak (of Edmonton) 
are two of 32 singers in Toronto participating in CTV’s 
Canadian Idol, a nationwide search for the country’s 
next pop superstar. This is the second edition of the 
competition, which involves thousands of contestants. 

Theresa is a former soloist and choir member with 
the Lastiwka Youth Choir & Orchestra and has com- 
peted in UCC-SPC’s Konkurs — Ukrainian Arts Pro- 
gram. She has also performed as a jazz singer in Alberta. 

“T feel amazing, absolutely amazing,’ bubbled 
Sokyrka in an interview with the Saskatoon Star-Phoe- 
nix, June 11. 

“Tt’s one of the biggest things to ever happen to me, 
for sure.” 

Sokyrka, who has known for weeks that she made 
the top 32, has been “hiding out” in Red Deer lately 
because she was afraid she might spill the beans. 
(Sokyrka studied in Red Deer and has family there.) 

Kyla, a graduate of Grant MacEwan College in 
Edmonton, is a member of a band called the Kit Kat 
Club. She also leads her own band, which performs 
her original songs and will release her first CD after 


the competition. Their auditions were aired on national 
television June 3. 

Theresa impressed all four judges with her musical- 
ity and soul. 

“T don’t know why you’re 23 and no one’s heard of 
you yet,” said Jake Gold. 

“You are head and shoulders, a million miles over 
the moon the best singer I’ve seen in the country this 
year or last year, perhaps... You’re fantastic,” said Zack 
Werner 

After Kyla sang, Werner immediately stated, “That’s 
the single best vocal performance we’ve had since we 
went across the country as far as I’m concemed.” 

“When I first found out that I made the top 32, I was 
ecstatic,’ Sandulak told the Star-Phoenix from Toronto. 
“T’ve kind of come back down to earth because I’ve 
had to go back to work. 

“Now, I guess, the nerves are just starting to set ina 
little bit because it’s getting close to the day I perform 
again.” 

Viewers will get to vote for their favourite perform- 
ers over the next few weeks. Kyla will appear on June 
16 and 17 and Theresa on June 30 and July 1. 


Vohon Ukrainian Dance Ensemble 


Vohon — Ukrainian Canadian 


ambassadors to Thailand 


(Vohon)—The Vohon Ukrainian Dance Ensemble has 
announced that 48 dancers and 15 support crew are 
embarking on an Asian adventure. On July 21, Vohon 
will once again become Canadian cultural ambassa- 
dors when they arrive in Hong Kong and Thailand. Over 
the last two years, the Vohon Ukrainian Dane Ensemble 
has been preparing to present their two hour energetic 
performance. The show is a collection of many vibrant 
regional dances, modern Ukrainian dance as well as 
the well known “King’s Court” storyline. Audiences 
for the six performances will experience the vibrant 
color, energetic choreography, and up beat music. 
Vohon is ready to set the stage a blaze! 

This is not the first time that Vohon has been ambas- 
sadors for Canada. In 1996, Vohon performed in Los 
Angeles and Australia. The Australian performance 
opened up a revived communication between Ukrai- 
nian Australians and Ukrainian Canadians in the Ukrai- 
nian Dance World. In 2000, Vohon Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble was the only Ukrainian Dance group to rep- 


resent Canada at Expo 2000 in Hannover, Germany. In 
2002, the group performed at the Aberdeen Youth Fes- 
tival in Scotland. 

For only being 15 years young, the Vohon Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble has had many privileges and oppor- 
tunities to perform for many first class audiences in 
Canada, United States and other parts of the world. This 
desire to preserve Ukrainian dance for Ukrainians as 
well as educate others about the art from has been key 
in motivating the dancers as well as our artistic direc- 
tion team, Ken Kachmar and Debbie Kachmar Potter, 
to create the best representation of Ukrainian Dance 
they can. 

Dance, like other art forms, has the ability to cross 
cultural and language boundaries. Dance expresses the 
longings of the soul and the feelings of the human heart. 
As Vohon becomes Canada’s Ukrainian Canadian am- 
bassadors, Vohon will stir the emotions of the audi- 
ences and create enthusiasm and recognition for Ukrai- 
nian dance in Thailand! 


Campaign to start July 3 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—The presidential election race officially gets under- 
way in Ukraine on July 3. Ukraine’s Central Election Commission told 
Interfax-Ukraine on June 16 that it had given preliminary approval to an 
official schedule for the 2004 presidential election campaign. The sched- 
ule will be given final approval within the next week, commission offi- 
cials said. 


New party created 

(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian Justice Ministry on June 15 registered the 
Revival Party (Partiya Vidrodzhennya), Interfax reported. The new party 
is led by Transport Minister Heorhiy Kirpa. Justice Minister Oleksandr 
Lavrynovych told journalists that the Revival Party is the 97th party reg- 
istered in Ukraine. Kirpa said the registration of his party was supported 
by nearly 28,000 signatures from all of Ukraine. 


Ukraine not on agenda 

(RFE/RL)—Guenther Verheugen told journalists in Prague on June 10 
that Ukraine’s accession to the European Union is not on Brussels’ cur- 
rent agenda, an RFE/RL correspondent reported. “That doesn’t mean that 
it cannot be on the agenda of Ukraine,” Verheugen added. “What we can 
offer Ukraine is the ‘neighborhood policy’ and we are offering Ukraine a 
very ambitious action plan. That would mean of course that Ukraine will 
come closer and closer [to the EU].... But we cannot make promises which 
we are not abie to keep at a very short notice.” 
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Напередодні стамбульського 
самміту НАТО у Верховній Раді 
зареєстровано проект закону "Про 
державний нейтралітет України" 


Сергій Кисельов, Радіо Свобода 

У Верховній Раді зареєстровано проект 
закону "Про державний нейтралітет Ykpa— 
їни", внесений народним депутатом, членом 
фракції "Регіони України" Володимиром 
Зубановим. Чи є випадковим те, що подан-- 
ня цього законопроекту відбулося напере-- 
додні стамбульського саміту НАТО? У по-- 
літичному спектрі України, який до вчора 
складався в тому числі як із прихильників 
вступу України до НАТО, так із супротив - 
ників такого членства, з'явилася, схоже, 
третя сила. Журналісти вже охрестили її 
представників "нейтралітетниками". 

4 червня у Києві відбулися установчі 360— 
ри Партії державного нейтралітету Укра- 
їни. Активну участь у їх проведенні взяв 
народний депутат, член фракції "Регіони 
України", що входить до парламентської 
більшості, Володимир Зубанов. А 10-го 
червня Верховній Раді зареєстрували зако-- 
нопроект про оголошення України 
нейтральною державою, який вніс той же 
таки пан Зубанов. Документ передбачає, 
що Україна постійно є нейтральною дер- 
жавою і He бере участі у військових блоках 
та союзах. У зв'язку з цим пропонується 
провести переговори про зміну формату 
співробітництва України з НАТО. З іншого 
боку, законопроект містить заборону на 
розміщення в Україні іноземних військових 
баз і передбачає проведення переговорів з 
Росією про умови і терміни виведення її 
флоту з Криму. 

Деякі експерти вважають: така масована 
акція щодо набуття Україною державного 
нейтралітету розпочалася напередодні 
стамбульського саміту НАТО невипадково. 
Подейкують, що через події в Мукачевому 
альянс не підпише з Києвом угоду про тісне 
співробітництво. Тож українські провладні 
сили наперед і організували своєрідний 
демарш під гаслами здобуття нейтралітету. 
Ось як в інтерв'ю для радіо "Свобода" про- 
коментував ситуацію військовий експерт 
Григорій Перепелиця: 

"Я думаю, що більшість і "Регіони Укра- 
їни" He є палкими прихильниками виведен 


ня російських військ, тобто, Чорноморсь-- 
кого флоту Російської Федерації з України. 
Тоді питання: чому вони експлуатують ці 
ідеї нейтралітету саме перед стамбульсь- 
ким самітом? Чому? Тому що висунення 
Україною і прийняття закону про нейтра- 
літет назавжди закриває шлях України до 
НАТО. І весь процес євроатлантичної 
інтеграції. Оце відповідь". 

Автор законопроекту "Про державний 
нейтралітет України", Зубанов аж ніяк не 
погоджується з натяками на те, що його 
ініціатива, так би мовити, працює на владу, 
яка, мовляв, хоче його руками поставити 
НАТО на місце. В інтерв'ю для радіо 
"Свобода" пан Зубанов запевнив: 

"Я не такий великий і відомий політик, 
щоб влада могла мене якось використову--- 
вати, щоб надавити на те ж НАТО у 
Стамбулі. Так що це не так. Це дійсно я 
дійшов до цієї ідеї після великих роздумів. 
Ія дійсно хочу, щоб Україна в майбутньому 
була нейтральною державою. І буду все для 
цього робити. Стамбул, влада, НАТО - 
ніякої політики зараз, сьогодні на цю годи - 
ну тут немає. Це тільки законопроект, який 
спрямований на майбутнє, на перспективу". 
Слід зазначити, що ніяких міжнародних 
документів з приводу нейтралітету немає. 
Він проголошується державою в односто-- 
ронньому порядку 1 після визнається або 
не визнається іншими державами. 1990 
року Україна оголосила себе майже 
нейтральною державою. В Декларації про 
державний суверенітет, яку прийняла ще 
Верховна Рада УРСР, було записано, що 
Україна "урочисто проголошує про свій 
намір стати у майбутньому постійно ней-- 
тральною державою, яка не бере участі у 
військових блоках і дотримується трьох 
неядерних принципів: не приймати, не 
виробляти і не набувати ядерної зброї". 

Таким чином, зі "списку нейтралітетів", 
в якому є лише три позиції : нейтралітет 
під час війни, нейтралітет з приводу якоїсь 
конкретної проблеми і постійний ней- 
тралітет - Україна вибрала останній, до- 
тримання якого є найскладнішим. 


Кучма нагородив Черномирдіна 
орденом за мудрість 
Другий він отримає за ЄЕП? 


(Українська правда)- -11 червня, напе- 
редодні Дня Росії, президент України 
Леонід Кучма вручив надзвичайному і пов- 
новажному послу Російської Федерації в 
Україні Вікторові Черномирду орден князя 
Ярослава Мудрого У ступеня. 

Про це повідомляє прес-служба прези-- 
дента України. 

На початку зустрічі, вручаючи нагороду, 
президент зазначив, що "це найпочесніша 
нагорода, яка є в Україні". 

Кучма відзначив також вагомий внесок 
посла у розвиток двосторонніх відносин 
між Україною та Російською Федерацією, 
його вагому особисту роль у зміцненні 
дружніх зв'язків між українським та росій. 
ським народами. 

"Ви мудра людина, ви показали себе так 
під час роботи, зокрема, на посаді надзви - 
чайного і повноважного посла Російської 
Федерації в Україні, будучи спеціальним 
посланником президента Росії з економіч - 
них питань", - сказав президент. 

Кучма побажав Черномирдіну, "щоб 


наступний орден був зароблений в Україні, 
щоб для цього були підстави, щоб ті плани, 
які є між Україною та Росією, обов'язково 
збувалися, щоб ЄЕП запрацював на повну 
потужність, бо дійсно, там є величезні 
можливості". 

У свою чергу, Черномирдін, дякуючи за 
орден відзначив, що ця нагорода - не тільки 
його заслуга, а й всього російського народу. 
"Ми робимо все, щоб відносини між наши-- 
ми країнами були кращими. Ми впевнені, 
що вони будуть іти по висхідній", - сказав 
посол. 

Відзнаку Президента України "Орден 
князя Ярослава Мудрого" І, П, ШІ, lV i V 
ступеня засновано згідно указу президента 
від 23 серпня 1995 року Ne 766/95 для Haro— 
родження громадян за видатні особисті 3ac— 
луги перед Українською державою в галузі 
державного будівництва, зміцнення міжна - 
родного авторитету України, розвитку еко- 
номіки, науки, освіти, культури, мистецтва, 
охорони здоров'я, за благодійну, гуманіс-- 
тичну та громадську діяльність. 
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Зустріч Черномирдіна з 
Ющенком -- причини і наслідки 


Сергій Кисельов, Радіо Свобода 

11 червня лідер "Нашої України" Віктор 
Ющенко бачився з послом Росії в Україні 
Віктором Черномирдіним. Зустріч тривала 
протягом чотирьох годин. Офіційна версія 
— політик і дипломат обговорювали pociit— 
сько--українські відносини. Але існує ще й 
версія неофіційна. 

Востаннє російський посол в Україні так 
грунтовно спілкувався з лідером "Нашої 
України" наприкінці квітня 2002 року — 
невдовзі по закінченні парламентських ви - 
борів. Напередодні президентських виборів 
в Україні цей діалог продовжився. Як по- 
дейкують у депутатських колах опозиції, 
реального претендента на перемогу на 
президентських виборах запросили на 
російські "оглядини". Інтрига посилюється 
й заявою російського політолога Станіс-- 
лава Бєлковського. Під час візиту до Києва 
він заявив, що попри перестороги прези-- 
дента Росії Владимира Путіна щодо прези-- 
дентства Віктора Ющенка, дехто з росій-- 
ських олігархів вважає, що при Ющенкові 
російський бізнес в Україні розвивати- 
меться успішніше, аніж, наприклад, при 
Януковичі. 

Hy, a що з цього приводу думають укра- 
їнські політологи? Ось як в інтерв'ю для 


градіо "Свобода" прокоментував 4 годинну 


зустріч Віктора Ющенка з Віктором Чер- 
номирдіним директор Інституту глобаль - 
них стратегій Вадим Карасьов: "Росія, як 
на мою думку, дуже серйозно зараз роз- 
глядає як варіант можливу перемогу в пре-- 
зидентському марафоні кандидата від опо - 
зиції, зокрема, Віктора Ющенка. Про всяк 
випадок наводяться мости-контакти. Ду- 
маю, що в даному випадку для Черномир-- 
діна і для російської сторони було важливо 
почути гарантії для розвитку бізнесу в 
Україні у випадку, якщо Ющенко переможе 


на президентських виборах у жовтні 2004 
року", - - зауважив український політолог 
Вадим Карасьов, директор Інституту гло-- 
бальних стратегій. 

Інший український політолог Кость 
Бондаренко в інтерв'ю для радіо "Свобода" 
так окреслив ситуацію з майбутніми 
президентськими виборами й інтересом 
Москви до одного з кандидатів Віктора 
Ющенка -- попри те, що лідер "Нашої 
України" вважається політиком прозахід-- 
ним, a He проросійським: "Насправді Віктор 
Ющенко нічим не відрізняється від інших 
політиків у плані російської заангажова-- 
ності чи участі у російській політиці, в 
проросійському векторі. Реально, якщо 
оцінити діяльність усіх прем'єр-міністрів, 
то Віктор Ющенко був один із найбільш 
проросійських політиків. Принаймні най-- 
більш широко двері для російського Kani— 
талу, для російських транснаціональних 
корпорацій були відкриті саме в 2000 році, 
після президентських виборів 1999 року, у 
той час, коли прем'єр-міністром був 
Віктор Ющенко. Віктор Ющенко також 
очолював один із інститутів українсько - 
російських стосунків, яких у нас зараз з'я- 
вилося чимало. І Віктор Ющенко неод- 
норазово заявляв, що необхідно підтри-- 
мувати добросусідські зв'язки із Росій- 
ською Федерацією. Тепер я не бачу жодних 
перешкод на тому шляху, аби Віктора 
Ющенка підтримували в Росії. Росія надто 
меркантильно і надто прагматично ста- 
виться до України i до українських прези- 
дентських виборів. І вона одночасно роби-- 
тиме ставку на всіх українських кандидатів, 
допомагаючи одночасно всім, у тому числі 
й Віктору Ющенку. Для того, щоб після 
перемоги одного з кандидатів прийти, поп- 
лескати по плечу і сказати: ну, це ж завдяки 
нам ти став президентом", — додав укра- 
їнський політолог Кость Бондаренко. 


Омельченко просить журналістів 
допомогти йому розказати, що Кучма 
причетний до смерті Гонгадзе 


(Українська правда)-  -Народний депутат 
України, голова Тимчасової слідчої комісії 
ВР з розслідування обставин вбивств жур-- 
налістів Георгія Гонгадзе та Ігоря Anexcan— 
дрова та інших резонансних справ, Григорій 
Омельченко звернувся до журналістів з 
проханням шляхом тиску на керівництво 
парламенту й депутатів добиватися вклю-- 
чення до порядку денного звіту очолюваної 
ним комісії. 

Як передає кореспондент УНІАН, у ко- 
ментарі журналістам Омельченко нагадав, 
що два роки тому журналісти, "скидаючи 
листівки з балкону (у сесійному залі пар-- 
ламенту), примусили парламент створити 
цю слідчу комісію". 

Він наголосив, що сьогодні на Погод- 
жувальній раді в чергове Голова ВР Воло-- 
димир Литвин, а також фракції та групи, 
які входять до парламентської більшості, 
не підтримали пропозицію до завершення 
сесії розглянути результати розслідування, 


проведеного комісією, i заслухати звіт 
генерального прокурора України Геннадія 
Васильєва щодо обставин вбивств жур- 
налістів. 

Омельченко нагадав, що комісію було 
створено 11 липня 2002 року, і з того часу 
вона жодного разу не звітувала у 
парламенті. За його словами, згідно з Per— 
ламентом ВР, парламент зобов'язаний 
максимум через 6 місяців після створення 
комісії заслухати звіт про її діяльність. Він 
підкреслив, що неодноразово звертався з 
проханням про включення даного питання 
до порядку денного пленарних засідань, але 
питання блокувалося. 

Надумку Омельченка, це пов'язано з тим, 
що народні депутати - члени більшості, "не 
хочуть, щоб з трибуни ВР прозвучала 
правда про те, що основними дійовими 
особами, які були причетні до вбивства цих 
журналістів, а також до здійснення інших 
тяжких злочинів", є "чинні державні діячі 
разом із президентом Леонідом Кучмою". 


Жердицький і Діденко 


(Українська правда) «Колишній депутат 
Верховної Ради України, екс-керівник 
"Градобанку" Віктор Жердицький оскар- 
жив вирок, винесений йому земельним 
судом у місті Гільдесгайм. 

Про це 12-го червня повідомляє "Ні- 
мецька хвиля". 

Нагадаємо, що на початку, того тижня 
Жердицького було засуджено до п'яти років 
та десяти місяців ув'язнення за злов- 
живання довірою та нецільове викорис- 
тання чотирьох мільйонів німецьких марок. 
На лаві підсудних у Гільдесгаймі перебував 
також український бізнесмен Ігор Діденко, 


оскаржили вирок | суду 


якого суд приговорив до чотирьох років та 
трьох місяців позбавлення волі за 
пособництво. 

Як повідомив прес-секретар суду Ян- 
Міхаель Зайдель, цими днями касаційна 
скарга надійшла і від Діденка. 

1996-го року після банкрутства "Градо-- 
банку", який очолював Жердицький, було 
втрачено велику частину суми, що її уряд 
Німеччини переказав в Україну для виплати 
відшкодування жертвам націонал-соціа- 
лізму. 

Згодом ці гроші було компенсовано з 
державного бюджету України. 
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Jack Palance rejects Russian award 


Declaring “I’m Ukrainian, not Russian”, Oscar-winner 
walks out of Russian Film Festival in eee 


By Stephen Bandera 

(NT)—A week of “Russian Nights” in Los Angeles 
culminated with an awards ceremony on April 22 at 
the prestigious Pacific Design Center in West Holly- 
wood. The gala event was held at the end of a weeklong 
“festival that celebrates Russian contributions to the 
world of art.” The program of cinema, theater and music 
visual arts was sponsored in part by the Russian Min- 
istry of Culture and enjoyed the support of Russian 
president Vladimir Putin. 

Scheduled to receive “narodney artyst” awards (clev- 
erly translated as “the Russian People’s Choice Award’’) 
were two Oscar winning actors: Dustin Hoffman and 
Jack Palance, both of whom trace their roots to Ukraine. 

In accepting his award, Dustin Hoffman noted that 
his grandparents came from “Kiev, Russia” and ex- 
pressed gratitude to the “Russian people” for helping 
defeat Germany. He thanked them for saving his grand- 
mother who otherwise “may have ended up as a bar of 
soap.” 

Next in line for the Russian government’s highest 
artistic award was Jack Palance. Born Walter Palahniuk 
in Pennsylvania in 1918, Palance won the Academy 
Award in 1992 for his memorable portrayal of Curly in 
“City Slickers”. Palance, proud as a Kozak of his Ukrai- 
nian heritage, is chairman of the Hollywood Trident 
Foundation. 

After being introduced, Palance said “I feel like I 
walked into the wrong room by mistake. I think that 
Russian film is interesting, but I have nothing to do 
with Russia or Russian film. My parents were born in 
Ukraine: I’m Ukrainian. I’m not Russian. So, excuse 
me, but I don’t belong here. It’s best if we leave.” 

Palance and his entourage proceeded to get up and 
go. He was accompanied by four other guests that in- 
cluded his wife Elaine, and the Hollywood Trident 
Foundation’s president, Peter Borisow. Palance refused 
to accept the award, even in private, or to view “72 
Meters”, the movie being screened as the festival fi- 
nale. 

Speaking from Los Angeles, Borisow commented on 
Hoffman’s statements: “I don’t think it’s necessarily 
Hoffman’s fault. I think it’s tragic that he doesn’t even 
know his own family history. His ignorance of the ba- 
Sic facts is shocking. That Hoffman lends himself, hope- 
fully unwittingly, to denigration of Ukrainians (and thus 
of himself), as he did by endorsing a festival that fea- 
tured the highly offensive and racist movie ’72 Meters’ 
is very disappointing.” 

Borisow is referring to Міадтіг Khotinenko’s 2003 
film “Syemdesyat-dva metra.” A drama surrounding 
events on the submarine “Slavianka”’, the film portrays 
Ukrainians as bumbling fools and repeatedly refers to 
Ukrainians with the racist pejorative ‘kh’ word. As part 
of the film’s plot development, the Ukrainian 
submarine’s Russian officers refuse allegiance to newly 
independent Ukraine, steal the ship and sail it to Rus- 
Sia. 

“This is a continuation of a centuries old effort to 
invent a history and culture for Russia by hijacking 
first the Ukrainian church, then Ukrainian history and 
finally Ukrainian culture,” Borisow said. Borisow con- 
sidered the festival to be part of a “coordinated, world- 
wide campaign to promote Russia and Russian culture 


Rada rejects “hidden revenue” bill 


(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada on June 16 rejected a motion to in- 
clude on the agenda a bill on “hidden” budget revenues in 2004 that was 


prepared by Our Ukraine, UNIAN reported. 


Apart from Our Ukraine, the motion was supported by other opposition 
caucuses but fell 15 votes short of the 226 votes required for approval. 

Our Ukraine believes that the revenue part of the 2004 budget was un- 
derestimated and that Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych’s cabinet is con- 
cealing 10 billion hryvnias ($1.9 billion) in budget revenues and 5 billion 


hryvnias of pension-fund revenues. 


On the basis of these assumptions, Our Ukraine demands that the gov- 


ernment substantially raise wages and pensions. 


Jack Palance 


and, in so doing, to make Ukraine seem part and parcel 
of Russia. “I’m certain that in Russia, Jack’s accep- 
tance of the mislabeled award would have been sold as 
his accepting being a ‘National Artist, of Russia’, not 
a ‘people’s choice’, much like they sell ‘Russia’ as a 
derivative of Kyivan Rus, instead of the Ukrainian word 
‘rossiyane’, meaning, ‘the scattered ones, the nomads’. 
Jack is very proud to be Ukrainian and will not let any- 
one hijack his name or persona.” 

In total, 20 films were screened at the Pacific De- 
sign Center,s Silver Screen Theatre including Ukrai- 
nian filmmaker Oleksander Dovzhenko’s “Aerograd” 
(1935). The festival program did not, mention that 
Dovzhenko was Ukrainian, and instead described him 
as “the son of illiterate peasants” who “incorporates 
elements of peasant lore and pastoral tradition.” 

“This latest incident is just another part of a long 
history of genocide that killed 10 million Ukrainians 
in 1933 and continues in more subtle form to this day 
— all of it still actively promoted and financed by Rus- 
sia,” Borisow said. Putin knows there can be no Rus- 
sian Empire without Ukraine, so he is pushing the as- 
sault from all angles: military, industrial, energy, eco- 
nomic, religious and cultural. 

In addition to Russia’s Ministry of Culture, other 
sponsors of “Russian Nights” included East-West Foun- 
dation for Culture and Education, LA Weekly, Pan- 
orama Media, 7 Arts, Adelphia, Rodnik Vodka, Samuel 
Adams Beer, Movieline’s Hollywood Life, IN! Maga- 
zine and the National Bartenders School. The festival 
was organized by the Stas Namin Centre. 

The festival’s website includes letters of greeting 
from actors Leonardo Dicaprio, Liv Tyler and producer- 
director Francis Ford Coppola. Previously held once 
in Germany in 2003, “Russian Nights” are scheduled 
to descend upon New York between October 23 and 
30 later this year. 
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Ukraine upbraids 
NATO for interference 


(RFE/RL)—Vasy1 Baziv, deputy head of the Ukrainian presidential 
administration, told journalists on June 11 that the press communique 
released by the NATO Parliamentary Assembly on June 1 after its recent 
session in Bratislava represents interference in Ukraine’s domestic af- 
fairs, Interfax reported. 

The communique, which says that NATO parliamentarians urge the 
Ukrainian authorities to ensure “free, fair, and transparent” presidential 
elections this fall, also includes a phrase saying that President Leonid 
Kuchma is due to step down after his second term expires in October. 

Noting that Kuchma “has the right to run according to a Constitu- 
tional Court ruling” but “has decided not to do so,” Baziv said that it 
will be up to the president and the Ukrainian people to decide when the 
president must leave. 

“Today, they instruct Kuchma; tomorrow, they will instruct another 
president,” he said. 

“To command who must and who mustn’t take part in elections has 
nothing in common with a call for transparent and fair elections. This is 
a case of interference in the internal affairs of a sovereign state.” 


Chornobyl NPP director dismissed 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—On June 11 the Fuel and Energy Ministry dismissed 
Yuriy Neretin as director of the state specialized enterprise Chornobyl 
NPP. On June 8 it issued another decree to appoint technical manager of 
the Shelter Facility Anatoliy Hora acting director of Chornobyl NPP. 
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(Interfax)—Ukraine is ready to move forward to higher forms of eco- 
nomic cooperation both within the Common Economic Space (CES) and 
the CIS, however this process should be in several phases, Ukrainian Pre- 
mier Viktor Yanukovych believes. “This process should be held stage-by- 
stage, under the principle of a “space launch.” First of all, let’s use up the 
“first stage” —the free trade zone, and then we will enter higher “orbits” 
of integration,’ Yanukovych said at a meeting of the International Eco- 
nomic Forum in St. Petersburg on June 15. He said interaction between 
member countries of these organizations should be tightened in all fields 
and at all levels. He marked several key tasks that should be declared a 
priority in the process of integration. 


ARTHUR WARING CA, CIP 
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П. Саварин 

Минуло довгих 20 років від 
коли, з ініціятиви Едмонтонського 
відділу Конгресу українців Ка- 
нади (ЕВ КУК), Клюбу українсь- 
ких професіоналістів і підприєм- 
ців (КУПИП) і Альбертського то- 
вариства збереження української 
культури (АТЗУК), українці Ед- 
монтону відкрили і посвятили 
перший в світі пам'ятник жертвам 
голодомору в Україні 1933 року. 
За той час багато чого змінилося, 
а що найважніше - Україна на- 
решті відзискала свою незалеж- 
ність, але українська громада Ед- 
монтону і околиць, далі раз в рік 
збирається біля цього пам'ятника, 
щоби згадати і помолитися за ті 
жертви. Чому? А тому, вважали 
українці Едмонтону, що такого 
жахливого ганебного злочину ні 
Україна ні жодна інша, шануюча 
себе нація, ніколи не сміє забути. 
А зокрема тому, щоби такого зло- 
чину над будь яким народом, віль- 
ний світ ніколи нікому не дозволив 
повторити. Простити - так, але не 
забути. Як знаємо, згинуло тоді 
найстрашнішою, бо голодовою, 
смертю біля 7 мільйонів наших 
братів і сестер на рідних землях, 
а на їх місце Москва поселила 
мільйони росіян. 

Російський комуністичний ре- 
жим на чолі з найбільшим поруч 
Гітлера, вбивцею народів Сталі- 
ном, постійно заперечував і таїв 
цей злочин, але втікачі з України 
після Другої світової війни, багато 
з яких опинилося в Едмонтоні і 
стало у проводі згаданих вище 
організацій, не могли далі мовчати 
i з нагоди 50—nirra цього жахли- 
вого злочину рішили збудувати 


пам'ятник. Т.зв. Діловий комітет 
очолив голова К У ПІП інж. Богдан 
Шулякевич, а скарбником став д- 
р Дмитро Тодосійчук, член Управи 
ЕВ КУК, (тоді під проводом д-ра 
Мелетія Снігуровича), i АТЗУК, 
(тоді під проводом інж. Василя 
Кунди) і почалася збірка фондів. 
Остаточно збірка принесла 
558,295.56, але за всі датки понад 
525.00 жертводавці одержали від 
АТЗУК посвідки для доходового 
податку. Списки жертводавців час 
до часу поміщували «Українські 
вісті». Міська Рада Едмонтону, то- 
ді на чолі із Сіс Пирвісом, баб- 
тистським єпископом, на прохан- 
ня Ділового комітету, дала україн- 
цям дозвіл побудувати пам'ятник 
перед самою міською ротушею, до 
речі, збудованою за пляном архі- 
текта-українця Євгена Дуба. Пе- 
ред міською ратушею, між іншим, 
є ще лише два пам'ятники: сено- 
таф 1 «українська мадонна пше- 
ниці». 

В оголошеному конкурсі на 
проєкт пам'ятника взяли участь 4 
мистці. Жюрі вибрало проєкт 
мисткині з Монреалю, Людмили 
Темертей, дочки українки, яка 
чудом пережила голодомор і опи- 
нилася 3 нею 1 її братом в Канаді. 
Пам'ятник, виконаний з алюмінію 
у Ванкувері, представляє круг 
життя, який прорізано і вивих- 
нено по вертикальній осі, а на ли- 
цевій сторіні якого видно прос- 
тягне за хлібом руки хліборобів, 
який режим силою відібрав від 
них. На мармуровому п'єдесталі 
вияснюючі написи українською, 
англійською i французькою 
мовами, і цитата з «Божественної 
комедії» Данте, «Пекла»: 


Ha Тузлі побудують вітряк і переробний заводик!" 
На Тузлі буде побудовано вітряну установку і завод з переробки 


риби. - 


Про це повідомив президент України Леонід Кучма 9-го червня на 
прес-конференції у Києві, передає агентство УНІАН. 
Український президент запевнив, що все, що необхідно було зробити 


на Тузлі, вже давно зроблено. 


За його словами, найближчим часом на Тузлі буде стояти 
"спеціальна вітряна установка", необхідна у разі якщо дизельна 
електростанція, яка там є, вийде з ладу. 

Як повідомив український президент Кучма, також проробляється 
проект щодо побудови на Тузлі підприємства з переробки риби. 
"Якийсь переробний заводик ми там побудуємо", - сказав він. 


Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 
аїні? 


слідкують за подіями в Укр 


Якщо ні, то: 


«Українські вісті» подають дуже багату інформацію про 
Україну і про нашу громаду в Канаді. Тому, що ми також друкуємо 
в англійській мові, нашу газету можуть читати і ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися із 
найновішими подіями в Україні. Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, 
а ми вислемо газету разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 


Доручаю передплату на 
ласка, на таку адресу: 


Мате: 

Address 

City 

Це дарунок від: 


примірників. Вишліть, будь 


THM: 


B Kanani: 


1 рік (24 примірники): $35.00 (Кан.) 


2 роки (48 примірників): 565.00 (Кан.) 
(ціна включає ПТО ["GST"]) 
Поза Канадою: Такі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 
Повітряною поштою: Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою». 


Ukrainian News 


Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5M 1Y9 
Tel: (780) 488-3693 Fax: (780) 488-3859 


«Я підхопивсь, і стисла горя глиба, 
Бо плакали вві сні мої малі, 
Також ув'язнені, й просили хліба». 
Крім пам'ятника, Комітет замо- 
вив теж пропам'ятну округлу від- 
значку, імітацію пам'ятника, з на- 
писом англійською мовою «На 
пам'ятку голоду в Україні 1933 р. 
Українці пам'ятають», з причеп- 
леною чорною стяжкою внизу. На 
основі інформацій Канадського 
Інституту Українських Студій 
(КТУС) і Марка Царинника, сте- 
пендіята КТУСУ, комітет теж при- 
готовив знамениту інформативну 
виставку про голодомор, яку 
оплатив ($2,000.00) місцевий від- 
діл СУМУ. Це 8 великих таблиць, 
кожна з окремою темою, фото- 
графіями 1 відповідними текстами, 
а саме: (1) Штучний голод в 
Україні 1932-33. (2) Прокляття 
колективізації. (3) Вмирають ра- 
зом чи самі. Вмирають у полях чи 
містах. (4) Мука нації. (5) Число, 
яке не змінити. (6) «Жить стало 
лучше, жить стало веселей, това- 
риши!». (7) З усіх мук - голод 
найжорстокіший для дітей. (8) 
Людство має багато облич - голод 
лише одне». Цю виставку було 
показано на Фестивалі «Спад- 
щина» і бачило її понад 150,000 
людей, в едмонтонському Конвен- 
ційному центрі, у Вінніпезі, і тд. 
Відкриття та посвячення 
пам'ятника запляновано на 23 
жовтня 1983 р. До участи 
запрошено представників 
федерального, провінційного і 
міського урядів, різні етнічні 
групи, всі українські організації, 
а зокрема молодечі Пласті СУМ, 
українських Владик і священство, 
послів, міських радних, пресу і 
телебачення, очевидців голоду. З 
етнічних груп Альберти своє 


співчуття українцям тоді 
висловили організованою 
присутністію представники 


поляків, мадярів, євреїв, греків, 
хорватів, латвійців, італійців, 
метисів, ливанців, ірляндців, 
індійців та корейців. Серед 
міністрів і послів був генеральний 
консул ЗСА із Калгарі, Давид 
Шварц, який був колись на такій 
самій посаді в Києві. 

До відкриття пам'ятника Петро 
Саварин, тодішній Канцлер 
Альбертського університету, 
попросив Прем'єра Альберти 
Ilirepa Логіда, а за головного 
промовця після відкриття, на тзв. 
«голодному обіді» - Президента 
Альбертського Університету д-ра 
Маєра Горовіца. Два дні перед 
відслоненням пам'ятника 
Міністер Альберти Василь Дячук 
приняв представників українців на 
чолі із головою ЕВ КУК у 
Легіслятурі i прочитав окрему 3 
тої нагоди урядову Відозву про 
голодомор. 

У відкритті та посвяченні 
пам'ятника вяло участь біля 8,000 
осіб. Господарем відкриття був 
Саварин. Офіційно відслонили 
пам'ятник: Міністер оборони 
Канади Жан-Жак Бле, Прем'єр 
Альберти Логід, мер Едмонтону 
Лаврентій Дікур і президент 
Централі КУК Іван Новосад. 
Після посвячення, панахиду за 
жертви голодомору відправили 
три українські Владики: Архиєп. 
Борис, Владика ЗЄ УПЦК і 
Владики УКЦК Кир Ніл i Kup 
Демитрій, при співучасті 
священиків обох церков. З ними 
молилися Владика Йосиф 
МекнНіл, Архиєп. РКЦК і рабин 
Аківа Манн. Панахиду співала 
вокальна група «Каштани». 
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«Едмонтонці пам'ятають» 
Історія першого в світі «Пам'ятника жертвам голодомору» 


Головним промовцем був д-р 
Богдан Кравченко, науковий 
співробітник KIYCy. Привіт від 
Прем'єр-Міністра П'єра Е. Трудо 
прочитав і говорив вже згаданий 
Міністер Бле, після якого говорив 
Логід, мер Дікур і д-р Снігурович. 
Автор цих рядків тепер жаліє, 
що не зберіг у свойому архіві цих 
всіх промов, але радіє, що зберіг 
промову д-ра Горовіца на 
«голодному обіді», бо такої 
глибокої, сердечної промови на 
тему голодомору до українців, 
здається, мабуть ніхто щене 
виголосив досі. Д-р Горовіц 
порівняв геноцид українців з рук 
російського комуністичного 
режиму Сталіна із голокостом 
євреїв з рук німецьких нацистів 
Гітлера. Він подякував 
українській громаді за те, що 
пропросила його на відзначення 
цієї жахливої події, бо «це 
означає, що ви приняли мене, як 
члена вашої сім'ї». До речі, участь 
в голодному обіді взяло понад 
півтори тисячі осіб, а господарем 
був Міністер Василь Дячук. Обід 
складався із символічної яринової 
зупи, куска чорного хліба та води. 
В програмі був ще виступ хору 
СУМК, деклямація Ореста 
Юсипчука, представлення 
мисткині пам'ятника Людмили 
Темертей, що прилетіла на 
відкриття пам'ятника разом з 
матірю 1 братом 3 Монреалю, та 
інших почесних гостей. 
Відзначення 50- ліття голодо- 
мору закінчилося жалібною ака- 
демією 6 листопада, 1983 р., в 
Ювілейній авдиторії. Головними 


г промовцями на цій академії були: 


дисидентка з України і очевидець 
голодомору д-р Ніна Строката, та 
очевидець голодомору Марко 
Царинник. Присутні побачили 
тоді теж фільмоване інтерв'ю з 
кореспондентом Малколм Маг- 
греджом з Англії, виступ хору 
«Дніпро», почули кілька декля- 
мацій. На цім місці треба згадати, 
що в серпні, перед відкриттям 
пам'ятника, на Селі спадщини 
української культури (ССУК), 
т.зв. фестивалі «Український 
день», на якому було біля 15,000 
людей, голодомор виразно осудив 
тодійшний лідер опозиції, а згодом 
Прем'єр-Міністр Канади, Браєн 
Малруні. СВС ТУ зняло там тоді 
з виставки про голодомор фільм, 
який опісля із відповідним 
коментарем показало в новинах по 
цілій Канаді. Крім щоденника 
Edmonton Journal, який вийшов 
тоді з великим ілюстрованим 
додатком про голодомор, відзна- 
чення 50-ліття голодомору в 
Едмонтоні широко в «Україн- 
ських вістях» описав їх редактор 
Марко Левицький, а едмонтон- 
ський тижневик Alberta Report 
помістив знамените довге інтер- 
в'ю очевидця голодомору проф. 
Яра Славутича. 

У час збірки, Діловий комітет 
сподівався, що Посольство СРСР 
в Канаді запротестує побудову 
пам'ятника жертвам голодомору 
в Едмонтоні в Міністерстві закор- 
донних справ Канади, але не знав 
тільки коли і в якій формі, та що 
відповість йому уряд Канади. 
Справа вияснилася щойно 20 літ 
пізніше, на презентації першої 
книги зі серії «Україна-Канада: 
історія та сучасність», під заг. «На 
скрижалях історії», 27 червня 
2003 р. Присутні на презентації 
книги побачили в ній дві «Ноти 
Посольства СРСР в Канаді 
Міністерству закордонних справ 


Канади в зв'язку з ініціятивою 
Едмонтонського відділу КУК з 
спорудження пам'ятника жертвам 
голоду в Україні 1932-33 рр.», 
одну з 5 липня 1983 р., а другу з 
20 жовтня 1983 р., як і відповідь 
на них Міністерства закордонних 
справ Канади з 1 листопада 1983 
р. Ноти СРСР, написані в типо- 
вому сов'єтському стилі. Споруд- 
ження пам'ятника називають вони 
«грубою антисов'єтською заті- 
єю», «воєнних злочинів із т.зв. 
«української повстанської армії», 
дивізії СС «Галичина» і т.д., дорі- 
кають «офіційним властям Ед- 
монтону» за «Потакання ворожим 
СССР діям», з ціллю «розпалити 
ворожнечу до СССР і сов'єт- 
ського народу», «глумом над 
пам'яттю мільйонів сов'єтських 
людей, які стали жертвами 
німецького фашизму в роки другої 
світової війни», а на кінець — «очі- 
кують, що будуть приняті необ- 
хідні заходи до недопущення його 
(пам'ятника, ПС) побудови». 

У другій ноті, три дні перед 
відкриттям, Посольство СРСР в 
Канаді протестує вже не лише 
проти відкриття пам'ятника в 
Едмонтоні, але й проти наміру 
побудови «аналогічного пам'ят- 
ника у Вінніпезі», і (аж смішно! 
ПС) «очікує приняття дійсних 
заходів недопущення побудови 
згаданих пам'ятників в Едмонтоні 
i Вінніпезі, а також зупинення 
антисоветської кампанії сприводу 
фальшивої річниці». Уряд Канади, 
в своїй ноті советському Посоль- 
ству із 1 листопада 1983 р., тільки 
делікатно відповідає, що Мініс- 
терство закордонних справ, разом 
із окремими членами канадського 
парляменту, були поінформовані 
про все, що було запляноване в 
зв'язку із голодом в Україні 1932- 
33 рр., але Конституція Канади, а 
також її демократичні традиції, 
гарантують своїм громадянам всі 
людські права і свободи, включно 
зі свободою слова і політичних 
поглядів, згідно з Хартією Об'єд- 
наних Націй, і т.д. Мало того, 
Міністерство закордонних справ 
Канади звертає увагу сов'єтсь- 
кому Посольству, що Едмонтонсь- 
кий і Вінніпезький відділи КУК, 
є незалежними організаціями, які 
допомагають i уділяють своїм 
членам різні культурні послуги, 1 
так довго, як вони будуть додер- 
жуватися законів Канади, уряд не 
збирається до них мішатися. 

Отака, коротенько, історія пер- 
шого в світі едмонтонського 
пам'ятника жертвам голодомору 
в Україні 1932-33 рр. Іронія тіль- 
ки в тому, що 20 літ пізніше, захо- 
ди України, щоби Об'єднані Нації 
визнали цей голодомор геноцидом 
російського комуністичного ре- 
жиму Сталіна над українським на- 
родом, не мали успіху, як і не мали 
успіху заходи української діяс- 
пори, щоби The New York Times 
відкликав нагороду Пуліцера 
свойому кореспондентові в Моск- 
ві Волтерові Дуранті, який брехав, 
що голоду в Україні немає, а й «де- 
мократична» Росія до тепер від- 
мовляється Україну за нього пере- 
просити. Та це все не дуже важне. 
Важніше те, щоби самі українці 
собі усвідомили ціну своєї вікової 
неволі, точніше - недержавности, 
і пам'ятали про цей геноцид. Як 
писала Леся Українка: «Хто 
визволить тебе, в неволю візьме». 
А заки світ його визнає, принаймні 
пам'ятники в Едмонтоні та Він- 
ніпезі свідчитимуть, що «Ніхто не 
забутий, ніщо не забуто». 
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Cardinal Husar optimistic about UOC-KP bishop of Sumy 
recognition of patriarchate 


(RISU.org.ua)—Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, head of 
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC), is sure 
that the Pope "15 on the path to establishing the patri- 
archate of the UGCC.” In his opinion, John Paul II 
“clearly is proclaiming his intention to do this... It was 
perhaps the first time that the Pope stated so publicly 
in a speech prepared ahead of time,” noted the cardinal 
at a press-conference on June 10 in Lviv. 

Cardinal Husar drew this conclusion from the results 
of the meeting of the participants of the Permanent 
Synod of the UGCC with the Holy Father on June 3. 
According to him, the Pope paid attention to the diffi- 
culties with the establishment of the UGCC patriarch- 
ate, did not name any specific time, but stressed that he 
would like to proclaim it himself. 

In this regard, the UGCC leaders plan to intensify 
their efforts towards obtaining the status of a patriarch- 
ate. Cardinal Husar is convinced that it is necessary 
“to explain to our own people and to outsiders what a 
patriarchate means for us.” Cardinal Husar notes that 
neither inside the UGCC nor among Ukrainians gener- 
ally does everyone understand these questions: some 
people have wrong ideas of a patriarchate and the ways 
of formation thereof. Therefore, the church plans in 
the nearest future to answer these questions and ex- 
plain the essence of the patriarchate issue. 

Twelve leaders of various Orthodox churches in Feb- 
ruary published letters coming out against the UGCC 
Patriarchate. Regarding these letters, Cardinal Husar 
stressed: “But they never asked us what we think, how 
we see it, why we want it.” He noted that in this way, 
the UGCC “managed to unite all Orthodox churches, 
at least in this regard.” In response, leaders of the UGCC 
plan to approach the leaders of those churches and ex- 
plain their view of the patriarchate issue. Cardinal Husar 
does not see the position of the Orthodox hierarchs as 
a big defeat in the cause of the proclamation of the 
patriarchate, but rather thinks that, on the contrary, they 
gave the UGCC hierarchy a chance thereby to explain 
its position. 

‘According to the UGCC head, the matter of the 
UGCC patriarchate is not a strictly internal matter of 
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, as it is about 
“certain things which are important for the whole 
church.” 

_ Та біз comments on the consequences of the visit of 
Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of the Pontifical 
Council for Promoting Christian Unity, to Moscow in 


Pro-Moscow parishioners 


February 2004, Cardinal Husar noted that the world, 
and Ukraine in particular, received biased information 
about this meeting from Moscow sources: “They ab- 
stracted what they wanted to hear.” However, it was 
clear from the conversation of Cardinal Kasper him- 
self with the UGCC hierarchy that what had been re- 
ported was different from what Cardinal Kasper had 
said, or was not entirely what he said. According to 
Cardinal Husar, the difficulty in understanding each 
other is due to the difference between the cultures of 
Rome and Moscow: “The same words are used, but 
the meaning behind them is different” That is why the 
impressions from the meeting are different, he said. 

The head of the UGCC thinks that Greek Catholics 
should be grateful to Cardinal Kasper for advertising 
the cause of the UGCC patriarchate around the world 
in this way. The visit to Moscow certainly had its nega- 
tive consequences for the recognition of the patriarch- 
ate of the UGCC, but they should not be exaggerated. 
Cardinal Husar summarized that, in general, the results 
of the visit are more favorable for the UGCC раїгі- 
archate. 

As for the letter in support of the UGCC patriarchate 
addressed to the Pope and signed by over 150 deputies 
of the Parliament of Ukraine in February, in the opin- 
ion of Cardinal Husar, it is not in full compliance with 
the norms of diplomatic politics, though the hierarch is 
sure the deputies acted sincerely. 

When asked about his view of Fr. Robert Taft’s pro- 
posals expressed in a controversial interview that the 
priest gave earlier this year, Cardinal Husar admitted 
certain points in Fr. Taft’s words but said that there is 
no such urgency as proposed by Fr. Taft: “What we 
could do, we did!... For me, the patriarchate in itself is 
such an important thing in the life of our church, and 
the church in general, that we should observe the regu- 
lations of canon law very strictly and in this way, we 
will lay a solid foundation... Personally, I would like 
to follow such a firm, though maybe narrow and not 
easy, path of systematic observance of canon law,” 
stressed Cardinal Husar. 

Summing up the subject of the patriarchate, the head 
of UGCC announced that it is planned to publish a 
popular book covering various aspects of the history 
of patriarchates, their essence and how they were 
granted. The work is to explain in a simple way the 
problems of the recognition of the UGCC patriarchate. 


and Okhtyrka ordained 


(RISU.org.ua)—Patriarch Filaret, head of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church-Kyivan Patriarchate (UOC-KP), ordained Fr. Mykola Sribniak as 
bishop of Sumy and Okhtyrka in St. Volodymyr’s Cathedral in Ukraine’s 
capital, Kyiv, on June 6. 

A day before, Patriarch Filaret, together with Archbishop Dymytrii of 
Pereiaslav-Khmelnytskyi, and bishops Oleksandr of Bila Tserkva and 
Falvian of Kharkiv and Bohodukhiv, participated in an enthronement cer- 
emony and named Fr. Mykola as Bishop Mefodii of Sumy and Okhtyrka. 
He was appointed bishop by the Synod of the UOC-KP on May 14. 

“The bishop’s ministry is great work and sacrificial dying for the sake 
of love for the flock and the church,” said Patriarch Filaret during the 
ordination ceremony. 

“The connection between the bishop and flock is not fulfilled through 
domination but through mutual love. On behalf of the bishop, love should 
be epitomized in parental care, while the laity should demonstrate filial 
gratitude.” 

Bishop Mefodii of Sumy and Okhtyrka was born on June 8, 1957 in the 
village of Hrabivka, Kalush district, [vanko-Frankivsk region. In 1995, he 
was ordained as deacon and later as priest. 

From 1996 to 2004, he worked as secretary of the Dnipropetrovsk and 
Kryvorizhzhia eparchy. In 1999 and 2004, Fr. Sribniak graduated from 
the Volyn Theological Seminary and the Lviv Spiritual Academy, respec- 
tively. 


GC forum plans for the future 


(RISU.org.ua)—At the initiative of Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, head of 
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC), the Ukrainian Catholic 
University in Lviv hosted Forum on the Family 2004, June 10-11. 

The forum, coordinated by the Commission for Family Affairs of the 
Lviv Archeparchy of the UGCC, gathered the clergy, administrators and 
laity of the Lviv Archeparchy to analyze decisions, proposals and decrees 
of the previous assemblies of the UGCC on family issues and the pastoral 
address on the family by Cardinal Husar. In addition, the forum presented 
current results of pastoral work on family problems and planned further 
activities for the next three years. 

“The family should become a sanctifying environment where people 
feel happy,” said Cardinal Husar during the opening ceremony. “This fo- 
tum is another step ahead for strengthening the family.” 

“Today, the family needs special care. We must value and understand 
the importance of the family, since otherwise, because of our irresponsi- 
bility, we will destroy ourselves and our own future,” reads the address of 
the Synod of Bishops of the Kyiv and Halych Metropolitanate of the 
UGCC, which declared 2003 as the Year of the Family. 


www.ucama.com 


beat up GC priests 


(RISU.org.ua)—Two Greek Catholic priests were beaten up by parish- 
ioners of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Moscow Patriarchate (UOC- 
MP) in the village of Kolodne, in Transcarpathia region. This news was 
reported on June 10 by the Uzhhorod Society for the Protection of Civil 
Rights. 

According to the PRIMA news agency, Fr. Peter Kremnytskyi, a citi- 
zen of Slovakia, together with his colleague, a Greek Catholic dean of the 
Tiachiv district in the Transcarpathia region, came to Kolodne to meet 
with the faithful. 

However, they were attacked by a crowd of local parishioners of the 
UOC-MP, who demanded that the two priests “forget the road to the vil- 
lage where Orthodoxy is triumphant.” 

Stepan Yovzhii, head of the Regional Department on Religious Matters 
at the Transcarpathia regional administration, said the Greek Catholic 
priests came to the village on May 22 when the community was celebrat- 
ing their patronal feast. At that time, the local pastor was absent and, 
according to Yovzhii, the 

Orthodox faithful took the visit as an attempt to capture the church 
building. “Today, it is difficult to identify who provoked the conflict,” 
said Yovzhii and added that the police have started an investigation. 

Right after the incident, Bishop Ioan of Khust (UOC-MP) asked Fr. 
Oleksii Brynchak, secretary of the UOC-MP eparchy, to visit Kolodne 
and calm the faithful down. 

According to Yovzhii, there is no Greek Catholic community in the 
village. He also stated that interdenominational problems exist only in a 
very few places in the Transcarpathia region, which otherwise “can serve 
as a good example of interdenominational accord 

” In 18 churches of the region, communities take turns at holding ser- 
vices. 

Over the years of Ukraine’s independence, 326 new churches have been 
built and about 200 are being built at the moment. Yovzhii also drew 
numerous examples when Orthodox and Greek Catholic priests pray to- 
gether and communities help each other to build churches. 
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OUR PAST 

As one of the largest ethnic groups on the Canadian prairies, 
Ukrainians have had a significant impact on the region's social, 
cultural and economic development. For three decades, UCAMA 
has welcomed visitors from Edmonton and beyond to share in 
these achievements by exploring its colourful exhibits of 
historical artifacts, archival documents and photographs, and 
extensive library. 


OUR PRESENT 

With its current building deemed obsolete, UCAMA recently 
acquired the Lodge Hotel and the Brighton Block on Jasper 
Avenue (Municipal Historic Resources in Edmonton). This 
prominent downtown location will serve as an accessible new 
home for the museum and its collections. 


OUR FUTURE 

UCAMAs goal is to create a facility which will house exhibition 
galleries; an archive and library resource area; collection storage 
areas; educational, meeting and special programming areas and 
more. ..all open to the community at large. 


The new museum has tremendous potential for developing а 
higher profile of the heritage, not only of the Ukrainian 


community, but of all Albertans, With over 50,000 annual visitors 
ultimately expected, the project would also have a positive 
economic impact on the rejuvenation of the historic Jasper 

East Block in the city of Edmonton. 


UCAMA NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 

UCAMA is seeking partners in the development of the new 
heritage museum including government departments and 
agencies, foundations, corporations and individuals from the 
community at large. No matter how large or small, each donation 
is significant to the successful implementation of this exciting 
project. 

Our collective heritage must be preserved to 

be passed on to the next generation. . .so they too will tell the 
stories of our forefathers. Be an important link in the chain. 


TO DONATE 

Call 780-424-7580 or email us at ucama@shaw.ca fora full 
project brochure OR send your tax deductible donation to: 
9543 -110 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta TSH 1H3. Cheques 
payable to UCAMA; Visa and Mastercard also accepted. 


UNITY + STRENGTH + DEDICATION 


A joint project of the Ukrainian Canadian Archives and Museum of Alberta; The Museum of the UCWLC, 
Edmonton Eparchy; and the Ukrainian Folklore Centre at the University of Alberta. 
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UCAMA is a registered non-profit organization ( 13246 5568 RA 0001) 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, June 16 28, 2004, 16-28 червня, 2004 


“Ukrainian team handed Ukraine takes four in Rome 
UEFA Cup chance 


(UEFA)—Armenia’s FC MIKA 
and a Ukrainian team will compete 
in next season’s UEFA Cup after 
gaining a place through the fair play 
draw made at half-time in the UEFA 
European Under-21 Championship 
final in Bochum, June 8. 

Clubs from Denmark, Norway, 
England, Germany, Republic of Ire- 
land, Finland, Spain, Albania and 
Iceland also entered the draw to join 
Sweden’s Osters IF in the 2004/05 
competition. 

Currently second in their domes- 


Lishchynska wins 


(UkrNews/IAAF)—Ukraine’s Iryna 
Lishchynska took the win in the 
women’s 1500m in 4:03.76, at the 
opening meeting of the TDK Golden 
League 2004in Bergen Norway, 
June 11. She was ahead of 
Romania’s Maria Cioncan 


(4:04.17), and Meskerem Legesse of 
Ethiopia (4:04.88). 
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tic league, which follows the calen- 
dar year, MIKA were third in 
Armenia’s fair play ranking last sea- 
son. They entered the draw as FC 
Banants qualified for the UEFA Cup 
and second-placed FC Kotayk did 
not receive a UEFA licence. MIKA 
entered the UEFA Cup in 2000/01 
and 2001/02 — both times losing 
in the qualifying round to Romanian 
opposition, AFC Rapid Bucuresti 
and FC Brasov. 

Meanwhile, the Ukrainian side 
joining MIKA and Osters in the 
UEFA Cup first qualifying round 
will not be known until June 19, 
when their domestic season ends. 

The Swedish Football Association 
finished at the top of the 2003/04 
UEFA fair play rankings with an av- 
erage coefficient of 8.314, meaning 
a berth for Osters. Another eleven 
associations finished the season with 
a fair play coefficient of 8.0 or over, 
and had played enough matches to 
be taken into consideration. 
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БУДЬМО в КОНТАКТІ! 


(UkrNews/SwimnewsOnline)—Ukraine took four 
medals at the final round of the Mare Nostrum in Rome, 
June 12-13. 

Yana Klochkova led the way with two golds, Oleg 
Lisogor won another gold and Andriy 5егаїпоу a sil- 
ver 

Klochkova won the 100-metre butterfly and the 
200m individual medley. 

Clearly using the 100m butterfly as part of her im- 
proving and strengthening her medley events the multi 
Olympic and World medallist Klochkova still found 
her way onto the top spot of the podium. But the twenty- 
two year old Ukrainian did not have it all her own way. 
Alena Popchanka old Belarus who was ranked fifth 
last year held a slight led at the turn but Klochkova’s 
strength told at the end as she snatched first spot in 
59.12sec a personal best and 0.13 ahead of Popchanka. 

In the 200m, Klochkova won with a time of 2:13.29. 
Agnes Kovas of Hungary was second with 2:16.32, 
Lorna Tonks of Germany third with 2:17.87. 

One second separated the top seven in the men’s 
100m breaststroke, with Ukraine’s Lisogor winning in 
піп 01.13 sec. Gibson the world 50m champion had 
the best start and turned first in 28;61 but could not 


Yana Klochkova жа 


hold off the strong finish of Lisogor over the closing 
stages. 

Russia’s Igor Marchenko won the men’s 100m but- 
terfly in 52.72. Ukraine’s Serdinov was second in 52.82, 
while James Hickman of Germany was third with 53.63. 


Malar wins bronze, Klochkova gold 
at Mare Nostrum swimming meet 


Ukrainian Canadian Joanne Malar of Calgary posted 
Canada’s best result at the third stop of the Mare Nos- 
trum swimming tour in Barcelona, June 10, winning 
bronze in the women’s 400-metre individual medley, 
reported the Canadian Press. 

Olympic champion and world record holder Yana 
Klochkova of the Ukraine continued to be unbeatable, 
taking the gold in four minutes 42.12 seconds. 
Klochkova has won all six individual medley races on 
the tour so far. 

Beatrice Caslaru of Romania was second in 4:47.82 
and Malar collected her third bronze in her final race 
overseas before the Olympic trials at 4:48.35. 

“Tm exhausted,” said Malar, who will be vying for 


a fourth trip to the Olympics at the upcoming trials in 
Toronto July 6-10. “But it was a nice way to end this 
series of meets. To do these times consistently not rested 
is just great. Once I get rested for the trials, I’ll be able 
to go a lot faster.” 

Malar, who ended her retirement last May in order to 
pursue an Olympic berth, says she couldn’t have asked 
for a better leadup to the trials than racing on the Euro- 
pean circuit. 

“You can’t beat the experience of racing someone 
like Klochkova and Caslaru every day in heats and fi- 
nals,” she said. “Sure my times are nothing to jump up 
and down about but it’s racing and that’s the best form 
of training.” 


Klitschko brothers participate in 
Olympic Games torch relay 


(East Side Boxing)—World Boxing Council (WBC) 
Heavyweight Champion Vitali Klitschko and his 
younger brother, Wladimir, a former World Boxing 
Organization (WBO) heavyweight titleholder, are par- 
ticipating in the first worldwide Olympic Games torch 
relay. Vitali served as a torch carrier in Los Angeles on 
June 16, at Dodger Stadium, while Wladimir will run 
in Kyiv on July 5. 

“This is a tremendous honor for my brother and me,” 
Vitali said 

“We feel privileged to be chosen,” said Wladimir, a 
1996 Olympic Games boxing Gold Medalist. 

Los Angeles was the first of four U.S. cities that will 
host the torch relay. From L.A., the torch will go to 


Atlanta, St. Louis and New York before continuing its 
journey across the globe to the 2004 Olympic Games 
in Athens, Greece. 

The theme for the torch relay, which will feature 3,600 
runners, is “Pass the Flame, Unite the World.” 

Actor Sylvester Stallone began the L.A. portion of a 
route that began in Venice Beach and concluded at 
Dodger Stadium before the Dodgers-Baltimore Orioles 
game. Award-winning film star Tom Cruise carried the 
Olympic Flame into Dodger Stadium where he handed 
it to Olympic Games Gold-Medal winning swimmer, 
Janet Evans. Evans turned it over to Vitali Klitschko, 
who gave it to Rafer Johnson. Johnson, the final runner 
inside Dodger Stadium, lit the caldron. 


Two Ukrainians listed as prospects for NBA draft 


(UkrNews)—Two Ukrainians — Sergei Lishouk and 
Viktor Khryapa are listed as potential prospects for the 
2004 National Basketball Association’s draft by the 
NBA website. 

Lishouk, born in Rivne on March 31, 1982, currently 
plays for Khimik Yuzhniy in Ukraine. 

The 6-11, 232 lb forward made his pro debut during 
the 2000-01 season with Pulsar Rivne and played there 
for five seasons. From there he left for Khimik Yuzhniy 
in 2003-04. 

He was a member of the Ukrainian National Team, 
competing in the European Championships in Turkey 
in 2001 and played in the European Championships 
for Under-20 Men in Lithuania in 2002, as a member 
of the Ukrainian Under-20 National Team. 

In 2003-04, Lishouk averaged 16.3 points, 8.3 re- 
bounds, 2.0 blocks and 1.7 steals in his first season 
with Khimik Yuzhniy, in the FIBA Europe Cup. 

In 2002-03; in his final campaign with Rivne, he 
averaged 18.3 points, 8.3 rebounds, 3.1 blocks and 1.3 
steals in 28.9 minutes per game. 

Khryapa, born August 3, 1982 in Kyiv, is a 6-9, 210 
Ib forward who plays for CSKA Moscow. 

Originally an early entry candidate for the 2003 NBA 
Draft before withdrawing his name from consideration, 


Khryapa is often compared to Andrei Kirilenko of the 
Utah Jazz for his competitive nature and body type. 

Khryapa got a taste of top international competition 
when he earned a spot on the Russian National Team 
that competed in the 2002 World Championship in In- 
dianapolis. The team’s youngest player, he saw action 
in all eight games as a reserve, averaging 2.8 points, 
1.8 rebounds and one assist in 10.8 minutes per game. 
Had previously been a member of the Russian Junior 
National Team and played in the European Junior 
Championships in both 2000 and 2002. 

In 2003-04, in his second season with CSKA Mos- 
cow, he averaged 6.5 points, 3.6 rebounds and 1.1 
blocks, and helped lead CSKA to the Euroleague Final 
Four in Tel Aviv. 

Khryapa scored 11 points in the consolation game 
against Montepaschi Siena. Teammates this season in- 
cluded fellow draft prospect Sergey Monya and former 
NBA players Victor Alexander and Mirsad Turkcan. 

He is described as “a good athlete with quickness 
and leaping ability. Despite his lack of bulk and weight, 
he is a good rebounder and a noted shotblocker. Has 
also played some minutes at guard due to his quick- 
ness,” according to the NBA web site. 


Ukrainian News/Y«paixcnki вісті, June 16 28, 2004, 16-28 червня, 2004 


Privatization, Ukrainian style | Saudi Arabia to launch 


Steel giant goes to Kuchma’s son-in-law 


Tee) «=|: Ukrainian rockets 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—State Property Fund head Mykhaylo 
Chechetov announced in Kyiv on June 14 that the In- 
vestment-Metallurgical Union has won the tender for 
the sale of a 93.02 percent stake in the Ukrainian 
steelmaker Kryvorizhstal, which accounts for some 20 
percent of the country’s steel output. Chechetov said 
the union paid 4.26 billion hryvnias (US$800 million) 
for the stake at a starting price of 3.8 billion hryvnias 
(US$715 million). The Investment-Metallurgical Union 
represents the interests of the Interpipe corporation — 
owned by Viktor Pinchuk, President Leonid Kuchma’s 
son-in-law and parliament deputy — and the System 
Capital Management company, which is controlled by 
Donetsk-based businessman Rynat Akhmetov, report- 
edly the richest man in Ukraine and a long-time crony 
of Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych. 

In the past few weeks, Ukrainian opposition lawmak- 
ers made several unsuccessful attempts to block the 
sale of Kryvorizhstal — a giant steelmaker employing 
some 52,000 people — which was widely seen as yet 
another privatization, at a price well below the real value 
of the privatized company, intended to enrich the al- 
ready rich circle of pro-government oligarchs. On June 
3, the legislature lacked just eight votes to the 226 that 
were needed to approve a resolution halting the 
Kryvorizstal tender. 

The terms of the tender were formulated in such a 
way that it was clear for everybody that Kryvorizhstal 
is poised to become a spoil of Pinchuk and Akhmetov. 
In particular, the tender’s qualifying conditions an- 
nounced in May included the provision that any bidder 
must have a history of producing 1 million tons of coke 
and 2 million tons of steel in Ukraine annually in the 
past three years. Of the six bidders that submitted pur- 
chase offers, only two meet this condition — Pinchuk’s 
and Akhmetov’s Investment-Metallurgical Union and 
the Industrial Union of Donbas, another Donetsk-based 
oligarchic holding. The Industrial Union of Donbas of- 
fered $750 million for the stake, just slightly over the 
starting price of $715 million but below the Investment- 
Metallurgical Union’s bid. 

It is noteworthy that the Anglo-Dutch concern LNM 
and U.S. Steel, which made a joint bid, offered to pay 
$1.5 billion for the stake and add another $1.2 billion 

“man investment package. A higher bid than that of the 
Investment-Metallurgical Union was also made by 
Russia’s Severstal steelmaker ($1.2 billion). LNM and 
U.S. Steel have reportedly called on Ukrainian Presi- 


dent Leonid Kuchma and Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych to revise the tender. “By limiting the 
privatization this way, the Ukrainian economy is being 
deprived of a competitive tender,” LNM and U.S. Steel 
said in a statement. 

The Kryvorizhstal sale — which many Ukrainian 
commentators have said is a large improvement on pre- 
vious dishonest privatizations — nevertheless high- 
lights Ukraine’s notoriously clannish organization of 
the state power branches. Not only have the executive 
or legislative branches not seen anything objectionable 
in such a tender, but also the judicial sphere has ex- 
pressed its approval for it. Socialist Party lawmaker 
Valentyna Semenyuk on June 8 lodged a complaint 
against the Kryvorizhstal sale with the Holosiyivskyy 
District Court, arguing that the tender terms do not suf- 
ficiently protect Kryvorizhstal employees against lay- 
offs. In theory, any court complaint should automati- 
cally suspend the privatization in question. Later the 
same day, however, the documents of the case were 
transferred to the Pecherskyy District Court, whose 
jurisdiction was deemed by judicial authorities more 
appropriate for the State Property Fund, which man- 
aged the privatization on behalf of the government. The 
Pecherskyy District Court — which is famous in 
Ukraine for many cases of ruling in favor of the au- 
thorities — rejected Semenyuk’s complaint and said 
the privatization may continue. 

More curious still, trade union bosses at 
Kryvorizhstal have organized a petition among employ- 
ees saying that they want a domestic investor for their 
enterprise. The petition was signed by more than 30,000 
people, of whom the overwhelming majority, if not all, 
were reportedly completely unaware of not only the 
sums offered for their enterprise but also of the tender’s 
provisions regarding guarantees for the Kryvorizhstal 
workforce. 

Kryvorizhstal is a juicy privatization morsel — it re- 
ported net sales of $1.4 billion on production of 7 mil- 
lion tons of steel last year. Therefore, some Ukrainian 
media assert, it should be expected that the 93 percent 
stake will unavoidably, even if inconspicuously, be re- 
sold in the future, partly or completely, and with a hefty 
profit for the Investment-Metallurgical Union. Why the 
state did not want to put this profit in its coffers is, of 
course, a different question. 


Germans investing in western Ukraine 


By Roman Olearchyk, Viktoria Braychenko, 
Kyiv Post, June 10, 2004 

An auto parts manufacturer co-owned by two of 
Germany’s largest companies is hoping to pump up to 
40 million euros (C$66 million) into a new auto wiring 
factory in western Ukraine. 

Achim Stepezynski, business development manager 
of Volkswagen Bordnetze, a 50-50 joint venture be- 
tween Volkswagen and Siemens, said he visited the 
western Ukrainian region in late May to explore the 
option of investing between 20 million and 40 million 
euros into an auto wiring plant that would employ up 
to 4,000 Ukrainians. 

The plant’s main client will be Volkswagen, which 
controls almost 20 percent of the automobile market in 
Western Europe. “We are in the beginning of a pilot 
phase,” Stepczynski said. If all goes well, the plant 
could be operational by 2006, he added. Stepczynski 
said that he and his colleagues visited several oblasts 
in western Ukraine, including Lviv, Zakarpattya, Rivne 
and Volyn. 

During the trip, Stepezynski was accompanied by 
Karin Rau, head of the German Economic Delegation 
in Ukraine. Stepezynski and Rau discussed the invest- 
ment plans with regional government officials. 

One insider said that the planned facility, if built, 
will likely produce auto wiring, out of imported wire 
and harness kits, for Skoda automobiles. Volkswagen 
Bordnetze produces auto wiring harnesses for automo- 
bile brands that belong to the Volkswagen group, in- 
cluding Volkswagens, Skodas, Seats and Audis. The 
company employs more than 9,000 people at 13 loca- 
tions. 

If Volkswagen Bordnetze does build the facility, it 
won’t be the first auto wiring plant in Ukraine. 
Germany’s Leoni, a major automotive wiring supplier, 
started production last year at a new 40-million euro, 

33,000-square-meter auto wiring production facility in 
Striy, a small town in Lviv oblast. The German com- 
pany also launched a smaller facility in Mukachevo, in 
Zakarpattya oblast 

Leoni’s two new plants represent one of the largest 


investments by a German company in Ukraine, and one 
of the largest single foreign direct investments the na- 
tion has seen since independence. Besides Leoni’s pro- 
duction facilities, Japanese company Yazaki, a major 
developer of vehicle wiring systems, recently opened 
а $35-million plant in Zakarpattya oblast. Stepczynski 
said his company’s production facility in Ukraine will 
be comparable to those operated by Leoni and Yazaki. 

More auto part manufacturers are expected to fol- 
low, shifting production facilities from Central Europe 
to Ukraine and other CIS countries, where labor and 
production costs are lower that in EU member coun- 
tries. A representative of Germany’s Bosch, a major 
auto part manufacturer, told the Post that his company 
had visited western Ukraine in April to explore cost- 
cutting production opportunities. 

Andry Beyzyk, head of the western Ukrainian Com- 
mittee of the Kyiv-based European Business Associa- 
tion, said western Ukraine is potentially attractive to 
European manufacturers seeking to cut costs by relo- 
cating labor- and cost-intensive processes. 

“Western Ukraine is attractive because of its prox- 
imity to EU markets and cheap labor,” said Beyzyk, 
who is also general manager of Western Ukrainian 
Management Consulting, a business consulting firm 
that advises investors in the region. “Enlargement of 
the EU is expected to increase the cost of manufactur- 
ing in Central European countries [such as Poland, 
Slovakia, the Czech Republic].” 

Rau said her bureau plans to open a permanent of- 
fice in Lviv with the goal of promoting German busi- 
ness interests. German companies invested about $18 
million in the region last year. “No region of Ukraine 
can boast the same quantity of German investment as 
Lviv region,” the Lviv Regional State Administration 
quoted Rau as saying. “After the successful realization 
of the Leoni project, German investors got the green 
light for investment projects in the region.” 

Although Volkswagen does not have its own pro- 
duction facilities in Ukraine, Skodas and Volkswagens 
are assembled at the Eurocar plant, located in Ukraine 
near the Hungarian border. 


three satellites with 


(Xinhuanet)—Saudi Arabia will launch three satellites using a Ukrai- 
nian rocket for communications by the end of June, the local Arab News 
daily reported June 13. 

The satellites, named Saudi Comsat 1, 2 and 3, will be launched from 
Kazakhstan’s Baikonur Cosmodrome. 

The Ukrainian rocket, Dnepr, had previously launched 12 satellites for 
Saudi Arabia, Britain, Italy, Malaysia, Germany and the United States, 
with 15 more planned for this year. 

Saudi Arabia has three satellites so far. The third one, which was put 
into the orbit on Dec. 21, 2002, was designed and made by a team of 
Saudi scientists at the Institute of Space Research in King Abdul Aziz 
City for Science and Technology, the paper reported. 

It provides vital data on weather conditions and oil exploration and 
monitors the movement of vehicles in remote regions of the kingdom. 

Saudi Arabia was the second Arab country after Egypt to launch its own 
satellites. It has set up a centre for remote sensing and an institute of space 
research, which provide remote sensing technology, including satellite 
imagery and data, for public and private sectors. 


Ukrainian rocket launches 
Russian military satellite 


Russia successfully launched a military satellite on Thursday, finally 
putting it in orbit after several earlier attempts were aborted for technical 
reasons, reported the Associated Press citing an official. 

A Ukrainian-made Zenit-2 rocket carrying the Kosmos-2406 satellite 
lifted off from the Russian launch complex in Baikonur, Kazakhstan at 
5:28 a.m Moscow time and entered orbit 14 minutes later, a spokesman 
for the Space Forces said. 

The spokesman for the Space Forces, a military branch that carries out 
Russian military satellite launches with help from the nation’s space agency, 
said the launch went as planned. 

Initially scheduled for March, the launch was pushed back to late April 
but was then scrapped three times over two days after what authorities 
later said was a failure of the launch system. 

Each satellite and spacecraft that Russia lauches is normally given an 
individual number, but the designation Kosmos-2406 was also given to a 
military satellite launched in March. The Space Forces spokesman, who 
declined to give his name for attribution, would not explain why two sat- 
ellites had the same number. 

Russia has 100 satellites in orbit, about 60 of them with defense uses. 
Officials have said they put 12 military satellites in orbit in 2003 and plan 
to launch at least 10 this year, but it was unclear whether the delays would 
affect those plans. 


Kuchma satisfied with 
cooperation with Russia 


(Interfax)—Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma says he is satisfied with 
the progress of Ukrainian-Russian cooperation and the results of the latest 
CES summit in Crimea. 

He made his statements during a meeting with Russian Federation Coun- 
cil Speaker Sergey Mironov in Kyiv on June 10. 

“J think it was a successful event in Crimea. Different political forces of 
the two countries were represented there and we were free to express what 
we think,” he said. 

He pointed out thaf the Verkhovna Rada managed to ratify the CES 
formation agreement by 274 votes in spite of tough debates that preceded 
the ratification. [The fact that there are] different opinions on the CES 
issue in Ukraine is not a tragedy, as the parliaments have ratified docu- 
ments signed during the summit, Kuchma said. 

Verkhovna Rada Deputy Chairman Adam Martyniuk, Ukrainian presi- 
dential administration head Viktor Medvedchuk, Russian Ambassador to 
Ukraine Viktor Chernomyrdin and other officials also took part in the 
meeting. 


Briefly 


Monopoly cancelled 

(RFE/RL)— President Leonid Kuchma has introduced amendments to a 
2002 decree that effectively annuls the state monopoly in the manufactur- 
ing of alcoholic drinks and tobacco products, UNIAN reported on June 
11. Kuchma’s move followed last month’s ruling of the Constitutional 
Court saying that the decree’s provisions pertaining to the establishment 
of state monopoly in the production of and trade in alcohol and tobacco 
products contradict the Ukrainian Constitution. 


UMC sale lawful, Chechetov 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—The sale of 51% of shares in the JV Ukrainian Mo- 
bile Communication (UMC), which was owned by the national commu- 
nications operator open-end JSC Ukrtelecom, was lawful. The decision 
on the sale was made by the government and is within the competence of 
the Prosecutor Generai’s Office and the government, State Property Fund 
(SPF) of Ukraine Mykhailo Chechetov told Interfax-Ukraine, June 14. 
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Remembering the USSR’s brutality 


By Yuriy Shafarenko, Kyiv Post, June 10, 2004 

Lilia Hordiyenko was eight when her father was arrested by 
the NK VD, the KGB’s predecessor organization, and accused 
of being an enemy of the people. He was sent to a camp in 
Siberia where he worked as an engineer, earning himself a repu- 
tation as an expert in the communication technologies of the 
era. The year was 1937, during Stalin’s Great Terror. 

Seven more members of the Hordiyenko family were ar- 
rested and sent to Siberian camps in that year and the next. 
Lilia’s father, mother, sisters and brothers were all sent to the 
camps, never to be seen again. Lilia was the only one who 
managed to escape Stalin’s secret police. She ran away from 
home and hid in the woods near Kyiv when they came. 

In 1943, as World War II raged, she joined the anti-fascist 
underground in Kyiv, becoming a member of a group which 
blew up German trains between Kyiv and Rivne. 

Hordiyenko had long since changed her name and birth- 
day, to obscure her status as a daughter of an enemy of the 
people. Had she not, she says, she would probably have been 
sent to the camps when she turned 14. 

In 1973 the Soviet authorities recognized Hordiyenko as a 
participant in the struggle against the Nazis. Her family were 
still considered criminals, however, and were rehabilitated 
only after Ukraine gained independence. 


Yushchenko appoints 


Zinchenko campaign manager 


(RFE/RL)—Our Ukraine head Viktor Yushchenko has cho- 
sen deputy parliamentary speaker Oleksandr Zinchenko as 
manager of his 2004 presidential campaign, Ukrainian media 
reported on June 14. 

According to Yushchenko, Zinchenko’s main task will be 
to coordinate the campaign staffs of the forces forming the 
Our Ukraine bloc. 

Zinchenko was elected to the Verkhovna Rada in 2002 from 
the list of the Social Democratic Party-united (SDPU-o), 
which is led by presidential administration chief Viktor 
Medvedchuk, one of the most bitter political opponents of 
Yushchenko. 

Zinchenko was expelled from the SDPU-o last September, 
reportedly for failing to back a constitutional-reform bill pre- 
pared by Medvedchuk in cooperation with the Communist 
Party and the Socialist Party. 


Hordiyenko’s story is one of thousands that you can hear 
from members of the Kyiv branch of Memorial, a society 
founded in 1989 in Moscow to commemorate, and help, vic- 
tims of political repression in the USSR. Memorial now has 
a presence in Ukraine, Russia, Kazakhstan, Latvia and Geor- 
gia, carrying out research, human rights, and educational work. 

Hordiyenko says that joining Kyiv Memorial made her feel 
like she had been born again. “I’ve gotten tremendous sup- 
port here. I found materials about my relatives, photographs, 
other documents, and now I know exactly what happened to 
my family,” said Hordiyenko. 

Roman Krutsyk, 59, is the founder of Kyiv Memorial and 
the organization’s heart and soul. A native of Ivano-Frankivsk 
oblast, Krutsyk holds a law degree from Lviv State Univer- 
sity. Elected to the Rada in 1994, he spent four years as a 
legislator and a year working in the State Counting Chamber 
before leaving to found Kyiv Memorial in 1999. 

If Memorial is generally committed to keeping alive in 


the “causes and consequences of Communist dictatorship,” 
as Krutsyk puts it — then Krutsuk and the Kyiv branch have 
their own special additional mission: remembering the vic- 
tims of Ukraine’s 1932-33 famine. 

Volodymyr Serhiychuk, a professor of history at Kyiv Na- 
tional Shevchenko University, who has done historical re- 
search with Kyiv Memorial for several years, says that Krutsyk 


Tax chief resigns under pressure 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma on June 
11 accepted the resignation of the country’s tax chief, Yuriy 
Kravchenko. 

Kuchma two days earlier demanded the resignations of 
Kravchenko and other senior officials at the National Tax 
Administration, saying those officials must be held respon- 
sible for a 2 percent shortfall in tax collections in the first 
quarter of 2004. 

Kuchma said the shortfall was a direct result of the tax 
administration’s failure to enforce legislation regarding value- 
added tax on major enterprises. 

Kravchenko’s position at the head of the tax body is a politi- 
cally powerful one because of the agency’s ability to perform 
damaging audits and even armed police raids. 

Kravchenko is replaced by First Deputy Finance Minister 
Fedir Yaroshenko. 


and Memorial were instrumental in establishing Soviet crimes 
against the Ukrainian nation as a subject of historical schol- 
arship. 

“Tn 2002,” he says, "ме conducted a joint scientific con- 
ference on the three famines in Ukraine, and actually started 
doing research in that area. Our research results are widely 
used now throughout society by students, teachers, profes- 
sors and patriots of Ukraine.” 

Serhiychuk said that Krutsyk also attracted the attention of 
Ukrainian politicians, who have not always been comfort- 
able about raising the issues of Soviet savagery. 

In 2003, Kyiv Memorial staged an exhibition dedicated to 
exposing the brutalities of the Soviet epoch in Ukraine. “Not 
To Be Forgotten: A Chronicle of the Communist Inquisition 
in Ukraine in 1917-1991” was a “great success,” Krutsyk says. 
“Over the year, more than 8,500 people visited it on our pre- 
mises in Kyiv, and most of these visitors were high school 
and university students. I think they have the right to know 
the true history of their nation.” 

The exhibition was a huge success, with sets of reproduced 
images from it finding wide distribution in Ukraine, among 
Russia’s Ukrainian Diaspora, and in other formerly Soviet 
countries. One hundred and fifty sets went abroad to the West- 
ern Diaspora. 

Kyiv Memorial is currently working to attract public at- 
tention to the Bykivnya mass graves, just outside Kyiv’s 
Darnytsia region. Bykovinya is the notorious site where, dur- 
ing World War II, the NK VD tried to hide the bodies of over 
100,000 people the regime had murdered. 

“The site of those horrible events should become a pro- 
tected center for the study of the genocide committed by the 
Soviet regime against Ukrainians and other nationalities,” said 
Krutsyk. “Pope John Paul П paid a visit to Bykivnya during 
his stay in Ukraine in 2002, and [U.S. statesman] Zbigniew 
Brzezinski visited on May 16.” 

The assistance that Kyiv Memorial can provide its 500 
members isn’t tremendous, unfortunately. Memorial is kept 
afloat by membership dues (a mere Hr 1 a month) and the 
generosity of donors. 

“The Kyiv City Administration judged our activities to be 
efficient, and agreed to pay our utilities bill,” says Krutsyk. 
“But that’s the only support we get from governmental agen- 
cies”. That’s why Kyiv Memorial needs.as much financial 
support as it can get, to continue its mission of telling the 
important truth about Soviet Ukraine’s past. 
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